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Dedication

To the sacred memory of the greatest Bangalee of all times, the great
Architect of Independent Bangladesh, the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
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PRESIDENT
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
BANGABHABAN, DHAKA.

02 Falgun 1427
15 February 2021

Message

| welcome the initiative of the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief to publish a
memorial book titled ‘Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk Reduction’ on the occasion of ‘Mujibbarsho’,
the birth centenary of the greatest Bengalee of all time the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the architect of
independent and sovereign Bangladesh, was born in Tungipara of Gopalganj district on 17 March
in 1920. From his boyhood, he was very kind hearted but uncompromising on attaining the rights.
He was dreamer of the Bengali Nation and the architect of our Independence. Right from the
beginning of the language movement in 1952, he led the nation in every democratic and freedom
movement including Jukta-Front election in 1954, movement against Martial Law in 1958,
Six-Point Movement in 1966, Mass Upsurge in 1969 and the General Elections in 1970 for
attaining freedom and rights of our people. He was sent to jail several times and had to bear
inhuman sufferings for his active participation in those movements. Despite manifold challenges,
he never compromised with the Pakistani rulers on the question of establishing the rights of
Bangalees.

On the 07th March in 1971 at the Race Course Maidan, keeping with the feelings and
aspirations of the Bangalees, Bangabandhu uttered in his thunderous voice, “The struggle this
time is a struggle for emancipation, the struggle this time is a struggle for independence”. This
historic address was, in fact, the true charter of our independence. On the night of March 25, when
Pakistani invaders attacked the unarmed Bangalees in a blaze, the Father of the Nation declared
the long cherished independence on 26 March 1971. We achieved ultimate victory on 16th

December 1971 through a nine-month long armed struggle under the leadership of Bangabandhu.

Just after the independence, Bangabandhu returned home on 10th January in 1972 freeing
from Pakistan Jail. He put all-out efforts to rebuild the war-torn economy. As part of the disaster
risk reduction programs, he implemented various programs including construction of Mujib Fort,
flood control dam and coastal forestation. He also started construction of cyclone and flood
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shelters. The Cyclone Preparedness Program, adopted in 1973 to provide signals, rescue and
first aid through volunteers, is still making an effective contribution to disaster preparedness.
Besides, he took all out preparations including the returning of the members of allied forces to
their country, framing the country’s constitution in a short time, fulfilling the basic rights of the
people, eliminating corruption at all levels, launching agricultural revolution, nationalizing the
industries to transform the country into ‘Sonar Bangla’. But the anti-liberation forces did not give
the scope for materializing that dream as this murderer group assassinated Bangabandhu and
almost all of his family members on 15th August in 1975.

Bangabandhu is no more amongst us but his ideals will remain our source of eternal
inspiration. Let the principle and ideals of Bangabandhu spread from generation to generation; a
courageous, dedicated and idealistic leadership be built up- it is my expectation.

Joi Bangla
Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.

A

’d -
e

Md. Abdul Hamid
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PRIME MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

28 Magh 1427
11 February 2021

Message

| am happy to learn that a memorial book titled ‘Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk
Reduction’ is going to be published by the Ministry of Disaster Manegement and Relief on
the occasion of celebrating ‘Mujibborsho’ in the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. | convey my wishes to all concerned in this regard.

The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the pioneer to
fight against natural disasters in Bangladesh. Under Bangabandhu’s firm and far-sighted
leadership, Bangladesh has created a rare example in the disaster management history of
the country through creating culture of resilience to face natural disaster and building
war-ravaged economy, especially for innovative idea in building ‘Muijib Killa’ and establishing
Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP).

Bangabandhu had strong commitment to build “Golden Bengal” Programme through
building hunger-poverty free, developed flourishing and exploitation-free society. He
emphasized to establish social security rights for the under-privileged section of society. In
order to build a disaster-resilient nation, an effective and strong disaster management set-up
and time demanding Act, Policy and Plans have been formulated. The natural calamities like
flood, cyclone, landslide, thunderstorm, cold wave and all other human created hazards are
being managed successfully through awareness of the people of all strata and capacity
building of concerned stakeholders and field worker. Above all, we have been able to
establish Bangladesh as ‘Role Model’ of disaster management in the world through reducing
risk and losses. The ongoing programs in controlling corona pandemic aggression
undertaken by Awami League government accompanied by people of Bangladesh are also
being appreciated by the world community.

| wish all the success of ‘Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk Reduction’.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

AN

Sheikh Hasina
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State Minister
Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief

Message

The Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief is publishing a memorial book
on the occasion of celebrating declared ‘Mujibborsho’ on the birth centenary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the greatest Bangali of all times and the
Father of the nation. The contribution of Bangabandhu for the afflicted people is
undeniable. In 1970, a catastrophic cyclone killed about one million people.
Postponing the election campaign, he hurriedly went for rendering services for
the affected people and in continuation of combating potential cyclones he set up
the Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP) in 1973.

Visionary Bangabondhu even before independence could have realized the
intensified crisis due to climate change that would arise due to man-made
disasters, over population, and climate change affects. In early 1970s his
government built “Mujib Killa” for the protection of human lives, assets, and
live-stocks from natural disasters like floods and cyclones. He had allocated
average 11 per cent of the total budget for disaster management in the national
budget during the period of 1972-75. In fact, the foresight and dynamic
leadership of the Father of the Nation still continues to be the driving force to
policies, strategies, and activities in disaster management of Bangladesh.

Due to modern technology and preparedness even during the pandemic only 10
people died due to super cyclone ‘Ampan’. Our Prime Minister has earned
international recognition for dealing with two catastrophes of super cyclone
‘Amphan’ and pandemic Covid-19.

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief is working relentlessly as one of the
important Ministries to make Bangladesh a developed country by 2041 creating
technology-driven skilled work force and to implement the action plan of
Bangladesh Delta Plan-2100.

| wish overall success of the publication of the memorial book.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever. Dr. Md. Enamur Rahman MP
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Chairman
Parliamentary Standing Committee
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief

Message

| am very happy and proud to know that a commemorative book is going to be published
by the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief on the occasion of the birth centenary
of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

On 12 November 1970, a devastating cyclone “Gorki’ killed at least one million people and
damaged huge property. After the birth of independent Bangladesh, farsighted
Bangabandhu established Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP) to take effective
measures against cyclones and natural disasters in the coastal part of the country as part
of his sincere efforts to rebuild war-torn Bangladesh.

After the formation of the Awami League Government in 1996 under the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina, the Standing Orders on Disaster-1997 was formulated. It was updated in
2019 for the 2nd time. Within the framework of the Disaster Management Act, 2012 the
National Disaster Management Council (NDMC) was formed and the Department of
Disaster Management was established, which are contributing significantly towards
disaster risk reduction and disaster management. Due to the strong role of the
people-friendly government, Bangladesh has gained a lot of capability in dealing with
disasters. We have been able to reduce the loss of lives and property due to cyclones and
other natural disasters in the coastal areas at a visible rate. Following this, Bangladesh is
now not only a role model of development in the world, but also a role model in dealing
with natural disasters.

Owing to the pre-disaster preparedness through skilled manpower and volunteers,
unprecedented social progress including the protection of life and properties and
upgradation of natural environment has made a significant contribution to the
transformation of Bangladesh from a least developed country to a developing country. As a
result, Bangabandhu’s dream of ‘Sonar Bangla’ will become a developed country by 2041.

| hope this Memorial Book will acquaint future generations with Bangabandhu's farsighted

vision in disaster management. &‘«A
/

A B Tajul Islam MP

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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Secretary
Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief

A memorial book titled ‘Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk Reduction’ is going to be published on
the occasion of the birth centenary of the greatest Bangalee of all time and the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This is an effort to highlight Bangabandhu's
contribution in disaster risk management from the viewpoint and insights of the renowned
writers and experts.

Throughout his life, Bangabandhu was dedicated towards the welfare of the distressed people.
He realised the significance of disaster risk management and paved the path for effective ways
in disaster risk reduction as well as humanitarian assistance. He initiated a longterm plan for
development and disaster risk reduction of post independent Bangladesh which consequently
contributed to develop capacity in disaster risk management.

Bangabandhu stood beside the disaster survivors in the coastal area after the 1970’s cyclone.
From the experience, a Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP) was established in 1973 to
prevent the loss of lives and protect assets. Earthen mounds for emergency evacuation were
built in the coastal areas as a safe haven for the livestock which the local people named ‘Mujib
Killa’ out of affection. The CPP and Mujib Killa along with people associated initiatives have
been playing a vital role to reduce the loss and damages significantly from cyclones and tidal
surges over the years.

Following the footprint of the Father of the Nation, his worthy daughter, Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has further solidified the disaster risk reduction related activities. Under her
dynamic leadership, disaster preparedness and response programs have been
strenghthened. It has led to reduced causalties and damaged properties from floods and
cyclones. While around 1 million people lost their lives from the catastrophic 1970’s cyclone,
only 10 people died from Cyclone ‘Amphan’ in 2020. It was a result of the combined effort of
modern technologies and people centered disaster preparedness programs.

Today, the leadership of Hon'’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is pronounced worldwide for
achieving great success and Bangladesh is now the ‘Role Model’ in disaster risk reduction. The
initiative and plans related to disaster management of the Father of the Nation have worked as
the foundation behind the achievement.

On this auspicious occasion, | convey my heartfelt gratitude to those who provided guidance
and valuable contribution towards the publication of this memorial book.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh live forever.

AT

Md. Mohsin






RIS

SEE FUR-Cedre (Aify ey-wfowify FfoT-ys 7 Sud ARF WHrs
Tifed forera sapeIiR Yfored Soees 98 Fifers qrdia e o7y
AT 30 oFm Fa0e (I ! e 497 T F4E |

TR AN §F TZNG AZARS, AT AL=ar, Yt GIBIoA @
Qit TR A7 fsw@t, Ao A S AT Ao At qag
MBI TMIME SO 76 JIBLS [T 77 FACR |

AN gqETa 4 2E ot wfoe A a9w e Yfew- SR forer
BReTe SRR AR AGeR Seave e Siimace foaaid =ik
FACRA | AL 8 TS w1Feied (@i FRew g dfe sivm zn
Qe wal ¢ SEEe aferas 9oz | ©fwa A dfe wwe ey
Al 8 FOw9] |

A Af ST Tl: (N3 @R TR 9w SRR 0 [ww fTafire e 473
fACTRs @R SeraRel IR | wiNEl O &ff Foes | e AdT T
CTe (ST R G w4, Siea @ Teer] T A0 OF (AF (<17
8 @ 2, (41 ¢ T AT OF gl Al | R Afe SNTE Feseed
19 (93 |

fafeq s/ fem ww, @l 8@ ofser T TwEE Cwd ALTe,
EST-TAWA @3 SEM IS PR TRATeR T ALHB AFe1e
ABF M 8 WS T2 |

TEI @ A AT @2 NATFME FI02  IHIF GG A BT
e @t g3 w7 gfoerw’ ¢ wfm Rer [Rwfbe 7@ @ wwms
gt | fey-sfemifa gae s195-wree “ffgfors aamia Fiten IBRS efogerel
v mer-ewm wfve gA-wf wrmE vt w98 -mee w=E
R EG TS T SN 2THE! TLF =0 |

e A I

I
EXPRESSION

We feel blessed to be able to publish the much-coveted memoir titled
'Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk Reduction' on the occasion of the birth centenary
of the Father of the Nation 'Mujibbarsha' in the midst of the terrifying clutches
of the global pandemic COVID-19 after going through many ups and downs.

The messages from His Excellency the President of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, Hon'ble Prime Minister, Hon'ble Minister of State in the Ministry
of Disaster Management and Relief, Hon'ble Chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee and the Secretary's Greetings have enriched the book.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has bound us forever by approving the
publication of the Bengali essay ‘Sheikh Mujib- My Father’ written by her with
English translation. Articles written by well-known and respected writers reflect
their heartfelt esteem and love for Bangabandhu. Our humble respect and
gratitude to all of them.

Hon'ble State Minister Dr. Md. Enamur Rahman MP has regularly inquired
about the memorandum and provided inspiration. We are grateful to him.
Respected and dynamic Secretary Mr. Md. Mohsin has done his best from the
beginning to the end to make the memorandum authentic, significant and
successful. Our gratitude to him knows no bound.

Many thanks and best wishes to all concerned for their tireless work on various
levels of aesthetic beauty, literary editing and translation.

We believe that it will be considered as a unique 'memoir' and document on
disaster management in on the life of Bangabandhu for the present and future
generations and the researchers. Our relentless efforts will be fruitful if the
memorandum is appreciated by the learned readers with a forgiving look at the
errors and omissions caused by typographical faults considering the actual
adversity of the publishing work in the pandemic situation with lock-down.

Commemoration Publication Committee
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EXPRESSION

We feel blessed to be able to publish the much-coveted memoir titled
'Bangabandhu in Disaster Risk Reduction' on the occasion of the birth centenary
of the Father of the Nation 'Mujibbarsha' in the midst of the terrifying clutches
of the global pandemic COVID-19 after going through many ups and downs.

The messages from His Excellency the President of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, Hon'ble Prime Minister, Hon'ble Minister of State in the Ministry
of Disaster Management and Relief, Hon'ble Chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee and the Secretary's Greetings have enriched the book.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has bound us forever by approving the
publication of the Bengali essay ‘Sheikh Mujib- My Father’ written by her with
English translation. Articles written by well-known and respected writers reflect
their heartfelt esteem and love for Bangabandhu. Our humble respect and
gratitude to all of them.

Hon'ble State Minister Dr. Md. Enamur Rahman MP has regularly inquired
about the memorandum and provided inspiration. We are grateful to him.
Respected and dynamic Secretary Mr. Md. Mohsin has done his best from the
beginning to the end to make the memorandum authentic, significant and
successful. Our gratitude to him knows no bound.

Many thanks and best wishes to all concerned for their tireless work on various
levels of aesthetic beauty, literary editing and translation.

We believe that it will be considered as a unique 'memoir' and document on
disaster management in on the life of Bangabandhu for the present and future
generations and the researchers. Our relentless efforts will be fruitful if the
memorandum is appreciated by the learned readers with a forgiving look at the
errors and omissions caused by typographical faults considering the actual
adversity of the publishing work in the pandemic situation with lock-down.

Commemoration Publication Committee
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Sheikh Muijib-My Father

Sheikh Hasina

The eldest daughter of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

and

Hon’ble Prime Minister of Government

of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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He was a loving father for his children, diaphanous grandfather to his grandchildren
and Bangabandhu, the father of the nation, an aiming of the humanitarian ideals.
Bangabandhu, in affectionate moment with Sheikh Hasina, Sheikh Russel, Sajeeb
Wazed Joy and Saima Wazed Putul

There is a beautiful and picturesque village on the
bank of the river Baigar. The name of that village is
Tungipara. The river Baigar reaches the Madhumati
river by following a meandering course. The river
Baigar is one of numerous branches of this river
Madhumati. There lay a green foliage of
palm-tomal-hijal trees on both sides of the river. The
songs of ‘Bhatiali’ float from boatmen on this river.
The splashing of the oars, the chirping of birds and
the ripples of river-water create a fascinating
environment.

The river Madhumati has flown by this village nearly
for two centuries ago. Habitats were then built up on
its bank. Due to the unavoidable law of nature, the
river has now moved further away. Many other
villages also sprang up after the surfacing of shoals.
Our forefathers had arrived in this small riverine
village of natural splendor and beauty and settled
here with the goal of preaching Islam. Their trading
and commercial activities were in fallow lands here
together with the local peasants. Gradually, they built
up Tungipara as a self-reliant and affluent habitat. At
the outset, boats were the only mode of transport.
Later, a steamer landing part developed at
Gopalganj thana.

Our ancestors, purchased landed properties at
Tungipara village for dwelling. They built houses
there by hiring masons and artisans from Kolkata.
Those were completed in 1854. The remnants of
those buildings still remain as a witness of time. The
Pakistani invading forces burnt down the two
buildings which were used as residences till 1971.
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After starting to reside in those buildings, our family
began to expand and the number of settlements
around the place also rose. My great grandfather
Sheikh Abdul Hamid built a tin-roofed house on the
north-eastern corner of that building. My grandfather
Sheikh Lutfor Rahman started his family life in his
dwelling. And my father was born here on 17 March
1920. My father’s maternal grandfather Sheikh Abdul
Majid named him Sheikh Mujibur Rahman during his
Agiqua (naming ceremony). My father was the first
son of my grandmother who had two daughters
earlier. My grandmother’s father therefore donated
all his properties to her and said during Agiqua, “Maa
(daughter) Saira, | have given your son such a name
that it will be famous all over the world”.

My father's childhood was spent diving in the

g B

JII-31, F-T@I, FHRPT KT FI0RS [Sf ey ST | IR (*14 TGP I,
SR AT G2 FHST (413 PGS (AT T FHF (44 GG
He is unparalleled person to his parents, wife, children and countrymen. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with father Sheikh Lutfar Rahman, mother Sheikh Sayera
Khatun and Bangamata Sheikh Fozilatunnesa Mujib.
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river-water at Tungipara and getting dusty on the
rural-paths winding through the field. He used to get
soaked in the muddy waters during monsoon. How
the weaver-birds built their nest, how the kingfisher
dived into the water to catch fish, where lay the nest
of the magpie robin- the searching of all these were
the usual activities of this wandering boy. My father
was greatly attracted by the sweet melody of the
Doel. And that is why he liked to mingle with nature
by moving around the fields and ghats with small
children of the village. He used to teach the little
”Shalik’ and ‘Mynah’ birds how to speak or whistle
after catching them. He had as a pet, a monkey and
a dog, and they used to do whatever he told them to.
Again, he used to give the responsibility of looking
after them to his younger sister Helen. He could not

I SAfRRIF (L ST S (] @ IR SR A | 998 T I99F
13 g T2, (9 QP G ST SFICET O (IR CRere fee &y |
Learning to build the ideal nation and loving the country people start from the family.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Sheikh Hasina and Sajib Wazed Joy, three
generations, engaged in national services, are in the same frame.
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tolerate the slightest negligence towards these
animals. Sometimes the younger sister was being
scolded for that reason. There is a narrow canal on
the north-western side of our house, which connects
with confluence of the rivers Madhumati and Baigar.
A large ‘Kachari Ghar’ stood on its bank. And the
teachers, pundits and moulavi sahibs used to reside
in rooms adjacent to this house. They were
appointed as house tutors and my father used to
learn Arabic, Bangla, English and Mathematics from
them.

The Gimadanga Tungipara High School was built by
our ancestors. It was then a primary school, located
almost one and a quarter kilometre far from our
house. Abba (my father) initially studied in this
school. One day, his boat capsized while he was
returning home from school. My father fell down in
the canal water. After that, my grandmother did not
allow him to go to that school ever. He was a little
boy, the apple of their eyes, object of love and
affection of all family-members; his slightest
discomfort brought pain to others. She admitted him
to Gopalganj Missionary School taking a transfer
certificate from that school. Gopalganj was the place
of work of my grandfather. From then on, my father
started to receive education at Gopalganj. At one
stage, my grandfather was transferred to Madaripur
during that episode. Later, his teenage days were
spent in Gopalgan;.

The health condition of my father was delicate. The
concern of my grandmother was therefore, focused
on how to keep her ‘khoka’ well. My grandparents
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The head of the family, as well as the head of the country, Bangabandhu
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also called him ‘khoka’ out of affection. And he was
known as ‘Mia Bhai’ to his peers and villagers. He
could associate very easily with the simple
village-folks. My grandmother constantly remained
busy caring for improving khoka’s health. Milk,
posset, butter etc. were therefore produced in the
house. Fruits from the garden and fresh fish from the
river were always kept ready for khoka, but my father
was very lean and thin since his very childhood;
therefore my grandmother regretted why her khoka
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Bangabandhu in a family moment
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Bangabandhu with his family

did not become plump with nutrition. During food
intakes, he preferred ordinary rice, fish curry and
vegetables. After taking food, he liked to eat rice with
milk, banana and molasses. | have four aunts and
one uncle. Of these sisters, two were older. These
older sisters were always alert so that their younger
brother would not face any discomfort. The rest were
younger, but the affection, khoka received from my
grandparents was limitless. People who lived in our
house were also numerous. The children of my
grandparents’ sisters, especially those who had
been orphaned, were brought to our house to groom
them properly. Therefore around 17-18 children
were growing up in our house at the same time.

My father was married when he was ten years old.
My mother’s age was then only three years. After my
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Sajeeb Wazed Joy with his grand mother Begum Fazilatunnesa
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mother lost her father, her grandfather gave all his
property to her and my aunt’s names in writing
following their marriages. My aunt was three years
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senior to my mother. Their grandfather married off
the two sisters with relatives and made my paternal
grandfather their guardians. When my mother was
6-7 years old, her mother also died. My paternal
grandmother then took my mother in her arms. And
from then on, she was groomed together with the
rest of the children.

Side by side with receiving education, Abba was
very fond of sports. Especially, he liked to play
football. He used to go to Chitalmari and Mollarhat
by crossing of the Madhumati for playing. There was
a school team of Gopalgonj. My grandfather also
liked to play. He used to visit the playgroud when
Abba was playing. Grandfather used to tell us the
story later: “Your father was so frail that he fell on the
ground after forcefully kicking the ball.’ If Abba was
standing nearby, he used to protest. We then really
enjoyed these discussions. An interesting
happening was that matches were played between
Abba’s and grandfather's teams also. Even now,
when | visit those places, | come across many
elderly peoples who speak about Abba’s childhood
days. There were many photos and papers about
those games. The Pakistani invading forces set our
house on fire in 1971. As a result, everything was
burnt and destroyed.

My father was a warm-hearted person since his
childhood. At that time, the boys did not have much
opportunity for pursuing education. Many individuals
used to pursue education by taking ‘jaigirs’ (a
system of getting food and accommodation in
exchange for providing tuition to children of the host
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family). Students had to reach schools after walking
a distance of 4-5 miles. They used to come to school
after eating rice. They had to return home walking a
long distance without a meal for the whole day. As
our house was located in the ‘bank-para’ area, Abba
used to bring them home. He had the habit of taking
rice with milk and used to share food with others. |
heard from my grandmother that a number of
umbrellas had to be bought for my father every
month. The reason was he used to give away his
umbrellas to those who could not buy one; it pained
him to see them suffer due to sun and rain.
Sometimes, he even used to give away his
text-books.

| heard from my grandmother that she used to stand
under the mango tree when the school-hours were
over. She used to keep on eye on the road as Khoka
coming with a wrapper in his body, without any
Pajama (trousers) or Panjabi. What had happened?
He had donated his dress to a poor boy who wore
torn and disheveled clothing. My grandparents were
very generous. When my father donated anything,
they never scolded him; rather they used to
encourage him. There were many other instances of
this liberal attitude of my grandparents.

While studying in school, Abba was diagnosed with
beriberi disease and his eyesight was gravely
affected. As a result, his education had to be
stopped for four years. At that juncture, he had a
house-tutor named Hamid Master, who was active in
the anti-British movement and remained imprisoned
for many years. Later, when Abba had to go to jail at
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different times and the police came to arrest him, my
grandmother recalled the name of that Master Sahib
and cried. My grandparents never obstructed any
activity of their son, rather they encouraged him. My
father's mental horizon flourished in a very open
atmosphere. Whenever any task appeared to be
just, my grandfather encouraged him instead of
opposing. One of Abba’s school-masters set up a
small organization; he used to help the poor,
meritorious boys, and by moving from door to door
collecting paddy, money and rice. Abba used to work
with him as one of the prominent and active workers,
and encouraged others to do so. Whenever he saw
any injustice, he used to protest. Once when he
protested an injustice, he became the victim of a
conspiracy by government-supporters and had to
stay in jail for a few days after getting arrested.

He was very conscious about people’s rights during
his adolescence. Once the Chief Minister of the
united Bengal, Sher-e-Bangla came to Gopalganj on
a visit and inspected his school. During that episode,
the courageous teenager Mujib attracted
everybody’s attention when he articulated the
complaint about leakage of monsoon water into
school and succeeded in eliciting the pledge of
having it repaired.

After passing matriculation from the Gopalgan;j
School, he went to Islamia College in Kolkata. He
used to stay there at Bekar Hostel. At this time, he
came in touch with Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy. He
got actively involved in the Hallway Monument
Movement. His active participation in politics
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commenced from that juncture.

He passed BA in 1946. He played an active role in
halting the riot that started during the partition of
India-Pakistan. He used to work by risking his life.
My second Fupu (paternal aunt) used to live in
Kolkata then. | heard from Fupu, he sometimes
worked for two to three days at a stretch without
taking any food. When he occasionally went to
Fupu’s house for enquiring about their well being,
she forcibly made him eat something. He never
supported injustice. He never compromised on the
question of establishing truth and justice even by
risking his own life.

He got admitted to the Faculty of Law of University of
Dhaka after the establishment of Pakistan. At that
time, he lent support and actively participated in the
movement of class three and class four employees.
He was arrested while observing a location strike
before the secretariat. He was released a few days
later. At this time, Mohammad Ali Jinnah gave a
declaration about the drafting of Pakistan
constitution; when Jinnah announced that Urdu
should be the state language of Pakistan, all the
Bengalis in the then East Pakistan began to protest.
The student community actively participated in this
movement. My father was arrested during the
movement in 1949. | was then of a very tender age,
and my younger brother Kamal was just born. Abba
did not even get the opportunity to see him.

He was in captivity until 1952. At that time, my
mother used to reside at my grandparents’ house
along with us, my brother and I. Once Abba was
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Bangabandhu’s ancestral home was burnt down by Pakistan Army in 1971

brought to Gopalganj in connection with a case.
Kamal had then learned to speak a bit. But he had
never seen Abba, nor did he know him. When | was
repeatedly rushing to Abba and calling him ‘Abba,
Abba’, he only looked on in amazement.

There was a big pond in Gopalgan; thana, beside
which was a large open field. We brother and sister
used to play there, ran around to catch grasshoppers
and occasionally came back towards Abba. After
gathering many flowers and leaves, | sat down with
Kamal for playing on the veranda of the police
station. He suddenly asked me, ‘ Hasu Apa, please
allow me to call your Abba as Abba.” When | recall
those words of Kamal, | cannot hold back my tears.
Today he is no more alive, we have none to call
‘Abba’. The bullets of the assassins not only
snatched away Abba, they did not spare even my
mother, Kamal, Jamal and little brother Russel.
Sultana and Rosy, newly-married wives of Kamal
and Jamal, were also not spared; the colour of
henna in their hands had mingled with their blood.
The murderers did not stop there. They killed my
lone uncle Sheikh Naser, youth leader and my
cousin Sheikh Moni, his pregnant wife and my
playmate of childhood days Arzu. These Kkillers
simultaneously attacked Abdur Rab Serniabat
(husband of my aunt), his thirteen-year old daughter
Baby, ten-years old Arif. Even the four-years old son
Babu of Mr. Serniabat’'s elder son Abul Hasnat
Abdullah was not spared by the murderers. Colonel
Jamil, who had rushed towards our house after
waking up to save my father’s life was also killed.
What kind of barbarous cruelty was this? My second

13



D

i

14

Here S AT % R R WA (TS TP |

A ACK ST S PR [ AR | WHANS 97 AT qfeT |
A STF (P 9 @ S WvF I | @ S
ORI (F03 ({06 (13- AT (@ IF A AN T KNS
TIFIA T AP T S | WA (FZ, ©ORWA Al
AR & O 2@ QAfS, 58 *o o Faers (o
FIOCE M AR | (FC (O K el Mo F[ 7 |
S G 7SI 00 e oaveee weel (@ qrocl
T (M, ©Iwa 5 [ReF =@ 02

Fupu is still crippled due to bullet-wound.

On that day, Kamal sought permission to call my
father as ‘Abba’; | instantly took him to Abba. | told
Abba about him. He fondled kamal very
affectionately taking him on his lap. None of them
are alive today. Today my mind craves to call out
‘Abba’. | yearn intensely for the affection of my
mother, company of my brother; but | cannot get
them back even if | cry ceaselessly. None of them
would respond. Their lives have been cruelly
silenced forever by bullets of the assassins, will not
they face trial?
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Sustainable Development in
Relief and Disaster Management

Mohammad Farashuddin
Private Secretary of Bangabandhu
Economist and former Governor of Bangladesh Bank
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Bangabandhu was the only help for the helpless, devastated people by the cyclone of November 12, 1970.
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Bangladesh has faced disasters as a legacy. Dealing
with disasters over the past half-century, the country
is now able to minimize the damages of natural
disasters with confidence and efficiency.

During Pakistani rule, the rulers of Karachi,
Rawalpindi and Islamabad were seen indifferent to
the natural calamities occurred in East Bengal. At
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most, they made it a custom to seek relief from the
international communities. In the fifties, the East
Bengal faced a humanitarian crisis due to massive
crop losses caused by successive annual
catastrophic floods. For a permanent solution to the
flood-problem based on the recommendations of the
‘Krug Mission’, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, a member
of the Constituent Assembly, made a strong demand
for more money than the regular allocation of the
Five-Year Plan. He did not succeed. Then, Farakka
Dam became a cause of great hindrance to the
agricultural production of East Bengal. About .5
million people living in the coastal areas of East
Bengal lost their lives due to the impact of a deadly
flow-tide before the referendum equivalent election
based on the historical 6-point movement, also
known as the certificate of freedom of Bengali nation
in 1970. In order to save the casualty of about 2.5
billion US Dollars, Sheikh Mujib continued to work
day and night for the sufferers with his co-workers of
Awami league. On the contrary, President Yahya
Khan flew over the affected areas to China, as at that
time Pakistan was busy having ambassadors in
China and US; hardly caring about the lives and
deaths of Bengali people.

That frightening memory instilled in Bangabandhu a
firm determination that as soon as the country
became independent, relief and disaster
management would have to be transformed into a
prioritized activity. According to him, Article 18 (a) of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh, “The State
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shall preserve and develop the environment for
present and future citizens and will provide for the
conservation and protection of natural resources,
biodiversity, wetlands, forests and wildlife."
"Following this, the People's Republic of Bangladesh
has made all necessary arrangements for the last
five decades to rehabilitate the victims. In particular,
the eldest offspring of Father of the Nation
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Like a true fnend Bangabandhu stood by the side of the helpless people in all natural
calamities like hurricanes, cyclones, tornadoes.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Janbandhu
Sheikh Hasina, during her current fourth term as
Prime Minister, faced natural disasters with great
determination and deep humanitarian compassion.
She followed the ideologies of her father in many
ways. On January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu Returned
to the country as the father of the nation in the guise
of a hero, he said in a speech at the Suhrawardy
Udyan, "My Bengali has shown that no nation in
history has given up so many lives in the freedom
fighting. So, | say, none can stop me. As your
brother, not as a leader, not as a president, not as a
prime minister, we are brothers. This is my request
from today, my order from today. This freedom will
be failed if my Bengali people do not feel full to
satiety. This freedom will not be fulfilled for me if the
mothers of Bengal cannot fulfil the need of clothing.”
In that speech, he also added that in times of
calamity, everyone must work together, everyone
has to be self-reliant because a beggar nation has
no dignity.

Since Bangladesh has been hailed around the world
for its social transformation and cultural upliftment of
economic growth, the extraordinary role it has
played in disaster relief has caught the attention of
the world. Today without asking for any help from
others Bangladesh can firmly deal with all the
disasters with the help of our own management and
according to the path followed by the father of our
nation and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Once
upon a time, Bangladesh was known as the plateau
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"I am your brother, you are my brother."

of “Bhukhananga” (starved and naked) children
during the floods. The recent cyclone, Amphan,
caused havoc in neighbouring countries and
disrupted public life. As a result of Bangladesh's
proper preparation and warning against the cyclone
and evacuation of the people of the affected areas to
the shelters built in the last few years, the damage of
Amphan became minimal. It goes without saying that
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there was less loss of life and property due to proper
management of our own resources. Many countries
consider Bangladesh disaster management as a role
model.

It can be said that in March 2018 “The UN committee
of Development says, Bangladesh has earned all the
capacities to transform from a less developed
country to a developing country in terms of three
pre-planned consideration. One of the three
considerations is that the Economic Vulnerability
Index must be less than .33 percent. Analyzing data,
that index was less than .25 in Bangladesh because
of the efficiency of disaster management. The
country has affected by flood two terms and wasted
crops during the time of facing the greatest epidemic
COVID-19. Bangladesh has solved those problems
very successfully with the agile leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

About various disasters in Bangladesh, especially
cyclones, The United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) has published a report called ‘A Challenge
for Development’ in 2004 on one of its Global
Report: Reducing Disaster Risk. It said that the
severity of cyclones in Bangladesh has increased,
resulting in 60 per cent of the world's deaths in the
last 20 years. Due to population density and
proximity to the coast, Bangladesh is prone to such
natural disasters. In the one hundred and twenty
years from 1877 to 1995, 154 cyclones occurred in
the region that now constitutes Bangladesh,
including 43 severe cyclones and 68 tropical
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It is the duty of a nation to stand by the victims of disasters
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depressions.

Disaster risk reduction and the creation of safety
zones where possible and in the event of a disaster,
the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief now
has all the preparations in the country to ensure the
highest level of management. Government policy is
to provide special assistance to the people,
especially the poor and disadvantaged, in resolving
natural and man-made crises.The policy strategy of
the government is to ensure that human habitation is
at an acceptable level by minimizing the risks posed
by natural calamities and human wrongdoing. The
Disaster Management Act, passed in 2012, provides
for the development of an integrated, objective, and
robust management. During 2010-14, 181 flood and
cyclone shelters and 7934 disaster-resilient houses
were constructed.In this case, there is much more to
be done.According to the Jamilur Reza Chowdhury
Building Code, the procrastination of RAJUK and
other concerned organizations in implementing
earthquake tolerant construction policies in all parts
of Bangladesh, especially in Dhaka, Chittagong and
Sylhet metropolitan areas and coastal areas, needs
to be addressed quickly and effectively. Those who
are affected and defeated during disasters are
usually poorer and less fortunate.In the path shown
by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Janabandhu Sheikh Hasina is
working in the belief of building a welfare state in
golden Bengal and for its 100 per cent success, it is
essential to build a strong disaster prevention wall
and an effective management to protect the less
fortunate people from disaster damage. The facility,
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Bangabandhu stands for the helpless, people by the cyclone of November 12, 1970.
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built as a safe heaven at the time of disasters, should
be doubled in the next five years.These can be used
for a variety of purposes, including educational
institutions for adults.lt is better’ if the workers in that
sector stay in the country during the disaster. As a
replacement for those who will go abroad for special
needs, alternative manpower should be created,
trained, and prepared in mind.

It is the duty of a nation to stand by the victims of
disasters in building a welfare state in golden
Bengal.
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Bangabandhu’s Response
to Disasters

Dr. Atiur Rahman
Economist, former Governor of Bangladesh Bank
‘Bangabandhu Chair’, Department of History, University of Dhaka
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Bangabandhu is like a tree in the land of Bengal, the delicious fruit of which is our fulcrum.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar Rahman, our Father
of the Nation, was a compassionate leader. He was
a people’s protagonist and loved to remain as one of
them. He inched towards the pinnacle of his success
in creating an independent Bangladesh for his
struggling people and in the process fought against
all kinds of disaster to keep them secure and safe.
His struggle for providing hopes and aspirations to
his people started very early in his political career.

The ongoing health disaster COVID-19 has literally
shattered the whole world with its multifaced
implication. Both lives and livelihoods of people of all
classes from all around the world have been
struggling hard to pace this unprecedented
pandemic. A difficult time like this has been
searching for leaders who can be both global and
local. The sought-after leaders were expected to be
not only committed to global values, compassionate,
courageous and innovative but also could put all
these qualities of leadership in the local contexts and
remain pro-active.

These are the leaders who understand the people
they lead and at the same time the people also
understand them. These kinds of ethical leaders are
not content with merely following the path their
people have been on. Rather they want to take the
people where they need to be. These are the leaders
who create history. These are the leaders who are
created by history. We are fortunate to have a leader
like our Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
who could rise to the occasion during this
unprecedented human disaster. This has been
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Storms, disasters, famines, wars- - always he has been there, he remains there as the
father of the nation.

possible mainly because of her embedded legacy of
humane leadership trajectory which she gained from
her family.

It is in this context we want to shed some light on the
courageous leadership qualities of Bangabandhu’s
response to disaster. Bangandhu’s response to
disaster, both natural and human, could enlighten
the world at large at this critical juncture of human
history. © Bangabandhu had grown as a
compassionate leader out of the grassroots. Even as
a village boy he could feel the pain and anguish of
the general people around him who remained hungry
and unfed due to acute food insecurity. He went out
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The afflicted, oppressed, homeless, helpless people of Bengal used to look at Bangabandhu with hope.
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way to ask his father to distribute the surplus food
from their family storehouse to help the wretched of
the earth. He demonstrated his humane approach to
leadership when he joined hands with his
house-tutor Kazi Abdul Hamid to collect alms every
week under the banner of ‘Muslim Welfare
Association’ to help the poor students. He again
demonstrated his depth of compassionate
leadership in 1943 when he was a student of Islamia
College in Calcutta ( now Kolkata) and also a popular
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman himself inaugurated the flood control
embankment by putting soil.

student leader. By this time, a terrible famine had
spread out in Bengal. In his own words, “Hundreds of
thousands of people were swarming to the cities in
search of food. But there was no food or clothing left
for them. The British had confiscated all naval
vessels for the war effort. They had stockpiled rice
and wheat to feed their soldiers. Whatever was left
had been appropriated by the businessmen. This led
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Bangabandhu was a pioneer in making this country disaster free.

to a horrifying situation...Not a day went by without
people dying on the city streets...mothers dying in
the streets while their babies still suckled; dogs
competing with people for leftovers in garbage
dumps; children abandoned by their mothers who
had run away or sold them driven by hunger. At
times they failed to do even that since there would be
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no buyers.” (Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, The
Unfinished Memoirs, UPL, 2019, p.18). On Muijib’s
insistence Suhrawardy, the then Minister of Civil
Supplies, organised gruel kitchens in the Muslim
League Central office, madrassas and other places
of Calcutta. He worked day and night with his fellow
volunteers to provide at least one meal a day to the
poor. He would either sleep on a table at the side of
the gruel kitchen or return to the dormitory. Around
this time, he came to Gopalganj to do relief work for
the famine-affected poor people. The situation was
bad even here. So, he and his friends decided to
invite Suhrawardy and other prominent leaders to a
South Bangla Conference for Pakistan, hoping that
local wealthy people would provide money and food
for this conference. He could then feed the hungry
from the surplus money and food mobilized for the
conference. His idea of social mobilization proved to
be a success with support from his father and other
influential persons. But he worked so hard for this
conference that he again fell ill and had to go back to
Calcutta. He was equally forthcoming in organising
relief camps for the victims of communal riots and
went even to Patna to help the affected people. He
was extremely upset by the amount of bloodshed in
those turbulent days foreshadowing the partition of
undivided India. With a broken heart he returned to
Dhaka, the capital of the eastern province of
Pakistan. The Pakistan which they achieved was
elitist, communal and biased against Bengalis. Over
and above, even the honour of their mother tongue
Bangla was violated. And as expected Sheikh Mujib

31



£

32

< AR et FifbeaieE |

SoLE AR 0 (T ol (FBIfToTeR AR 358 ™
Aeolfde gfefiTe S TEmE (rate | fof ftes 7ite
15 iR | grliel Ao Taead ged-gu=t qed fsf
TR oy TR e «a s’ (@E N I SR
SR | @FTed @ I=93 38 ¢ 3 fTrma fof
FIAGE, ETET @3z WeHeife fafeem gk
RS MR AT AR &y | @7 97 ff sfe Sreeca
Seod @l GIZ Fh R | OPR 7IoZIH 7 Qrel
(sftz (FRR & TS FaITaa FI0R R FERIRE | S
RGN T el Az fof svq0 w338 Froww
YefItes 77 | o ol areiz W& ever T8 foe |
93 AT 717 FSfF Foa F1het Bb1a T Fea If=ie, L@,
SRR Z6 T gofced #{ied | W AR WSl AgE @
e fize zafer™ | w@ @l cof ffve =@
i | fof gofe wasr fHafem @ Sewifes
ATAGER TE AT & AFFIGTEAR @9 | @F8 A <&l
AT I NS (FQI TEFIEE [ETe! | T AR
(1LY #TT Yo TR & ARG 9T A (FlF
HFHS | GF7R NS AGS @ AeFes (oNfde goform
A I wieR | TR qrdit Fdfere  mmweH
@Eos @iee R [oFRIC ([Uefee |

qudtel e oft @2 genye (ofitg I AferEre
el TN @ A Toge e e WA e
TR | T T (T S0 T ©fF IF- 4151 ot |
@ ot gofe S Ty ol sfvs @ @ s i
I SR @ R SEARET 7St T o
ARBIEIR T ©17 3feq63 2ol (BItd 2ITT |

jumped into the Language Movement and got
arrested on 11 March 1948. And the rest is history.
His prudent decision to organise the secular youths
helped him and his peers establish a popular Party
called Awami Muslim League, which became Awami
League later. His party joined the United Front in
provincial election in 1954 and swiped to power with
him as the youngest Minister. Even though this
government lasted only a few weeks, he rushed to
Narayanganj to quell a bloody riot between Bengali
and non-Bengali workers. He at times risked his life
to fight against such riots. He was deeply involved in
saving the lives and properties of the Hindus in a
communal riot in1964.

But his strong response to disaster was his call for a
national emergency through press released on 23rd
May 1965 following a cyclone on 11 May in Kotali
Para where he himself was hurt. He stood by the
cyclone-affected people of that area and asked for
adequate relief and assistance for the affected
people. Similarly, he rushed to Cox’s Bazar, Sonadia
and Moheshkhali in greater Chittagong District
following the cyclone of 14 and 15 December, 1965.
He asked the authorities in unequivocal terms why
adequate relief was not rushed to the affected areas
immediately. He repeated his response to the
disaster following the devastating cyclone of 12
November 1970 in the southern districts of Barisal,
Khulna and Patuakhali. He stopped his national
election campaign and took a small launch to see for
himself the affected coastal region where nearly a
million people were killed. His quick visit to the
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affected area not only revealed his compassion for
the affected people but also exposed the hollowness
of the government's slow response. His very
presence attracted global media and charities who
rushed to the cyclone-affected Bangladesh with
huge quantities of relief and money. The self-help
and cultural groups also responded positively and
stood by the traumatized coastal people following his
visit to the affected areas. This first-hand experience
later helped Bangabandhu in including demand for
coordinated relief and rehabilitation programs for the
disaster-prone areas of Bangladesh in his
pre-election speech in late 1970. In fact, the
non-cooperation movement in March 1971 and the
subsequent war of liberation which was launched
immediately after initiation of the genocide by
Pakistani army was led by him based on his
guidelines given in his historic speech given on
March 7, 1971. Indeed, the genocide which
continued throughout nine months of 1971 was a
human disaster. Bangabandhu responded to this
human disaster in a well-coordinated planned
manner and ensured quick rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the economy and society as soon
as he took charge of the country in January 1972.
His special focused on rehabilitation of the
oppressed women and freedom fighters who lost
their limbs in the war was an exceptional response to
a human disaster.

These ideas helped him in designing the Cyclone.
Preparedness Program in 1973, attracting volunteers
to help in raise raising disaster consciousness
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among coastal people, as well as providing
embankments and cyclone shelter centers plus the
‘killas’ (raised grounds) for the livestock. No doubt,
he provided on an average 11 percent of the total
budget during 1972-75 for disaster management
including the construction of embankments and
cyclone centers. During his Premiership he gave a
clarion call to save the mangrove forest of
Sundarbans which has been shielding the cyclone
prone people of the coastal belt of Bangladesh. This
happened long before the climate change challenges
were even beginning to be recognised by the global
leaders and climate activists.

Bangladesh has already mainstreamed many of the
ideas of Bangabandhu while updating the Standing
Orders on Disaster (SOD). These SOD have been
proving to be hugely handy for proactive response to
all disasters for which Bangladesh has already
become a global success story. Let us continue to
learn from Bangabandhu’s response to disasters
and remain vigilant against all kinds of disasters,
particularly the ones arising out of climate change
challenges.
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He used to be a savior in all disaster
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Over the past decade, disaster preparedness, mitigation,
response and recovery activities have emerged as one of
the key strategies for disaster risk reduction in many parts
of the world. Bangladesh has been recognized as a role
model for disaster management for adopting various
policies, acts, orders and taking various measures to
achieve the target of disaster risk reduction.
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Basically , the disaster risk-reduction strategies was intro-
duced through the change of traditional system.. That
change has led to not only relief but also integrated disas-
ter management. However, this achievement must be
seen in the context of the foresight of the greatest Bangali
of all times and the Architect of Bangladesh, Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He laid
the foundation stone for disaster management soon after
Bangladesh's independence.

Setting the scene:
Role of Visionary Leader Bangabandhu

Bangabandhu's foresight in establishing Good Gover-
nance in Disaster Risk Reduction:

The theme of the International Day for Disaster Risk
Reduction in 2020 has been chosen by the United
Nations by involving disaster management with good
governance Over the past decade, as a disaster-prone
Bangladesh has taken a number of steps to reduce disas-
ter risk. However, a review of the history of disaster man-
agement shows that the establishment of good gover-
nance in disaster preparedness is parallel to the emer-
gence of independent Bangladesh. Bangabandhu has a
close involvement in disaster management just like the
establishment of an independent country.

The overall contribution to disaster management as an
integral part of the government led by him is undeniable.
One of his contributions to the establishment of disaster
good governance was the launch of the Cyclone
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Preparedness Program (CPP) in 1972. This program,
which was established in the Independent Bangladesh,
was universally recognized as the best disaster
preparedness program.

To discuss the development of a cyclone preparedness
program, we have to go back to 1970 when this great
leader suspended his election campaign and stood by the
helpless people affected by the disaster in the cyclone-hit
region. Similarly, the Father of the Nation helped to build
a high place to protect people and their resources,
especially cattle, from the onslaught of floods. The local
people named them as ‘Mijib Killa® with respect and
honour. Through the establishment of the Ministry of
Relief and Rehabilitation in 1972, Bangabandhu carried
out various activities to address the problem of disasters.

The Father of the Nation took various steps to rehabilitate
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Through the establishment of the Ministry of Relief and
Rehabilitation in 1972, Bangabandhu carried out various
activities to address the problem of disasters.

The Father of the Nation took various steps to rehabilitate
the men and women tortured and injured in the war of
liberation. In response to Bangabandhu's call, many local
and foreign individuals and organizations extended help
to the war-wounded freedom fighters and raised hopes in
their minds. In response to social and natural disasters,
Bangabandhu undertook many such benevolent works in
the newly independent country.

Regrettably, the continuation of these grand initiatives
taken by the Father of the Nation did not continue under
the next government, which was reflected in the absence
of effective measures taken by the then government to
deal with the catastrophic floods of 1987 and 1988 and
the catastrophic cyclone of 1991.

The subsequent floods and cyclones drew international
attention and the lack of good governance in disaster
management was evident. Hopefully, in the last one
decade, Bangladesh has made tremendous progress in
disaster governance which has been made possible
leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Bangabandhu's daughter Sheikh Hasina following the
footsteps of the Father of the Nation in disaster

under the

management, Sheikh Hasina has been awarded various
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honour’s including "Champion of the Earth", "Planet
50-50 Champion", ‘Agent of Change’ for her extensive
planning and contribution in dealing with various natural
and man-made disasters including environmental
disasters and climate change. Due to the successful
leadership of the Hon'ble Prime Minister and the
experienced endurance of the people of this country,
Bangladesh has become known to the world as a ‘Role
Model’ in disaster management. During Sheikh Hasina's
first term as Prime Minister in 1997, Standing Orders on
Disaster were introduced for the first time in South Asia in
1997, which were later updated by the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Relief in 2010 and 2019 as
per demand.

A number of important documents have been introduced
and multiple and effective steps have been taken for the
implementation of Sustainable Development, Sustainable
Action Framework and other national and international
manifestos (2008, 2014 , 2018). Notable among these
are Vision 2021 and 2041 , Seventh Five Year Plan
(Where for the first time a detailed background document
on disaster risk-reduction and climate change and adap-
tation has been prepared), Delta Plan 2100 etc.

Following the far-reaching plan of the Father of the
Nation, the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief is

implementing various structural and non-structural
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People of this country are fighters like Bangabandhu, even when the field or home are destroyed
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activities. Various socially inclusive activities and
measures including construction and renovation of Mujib
Killa in disaster affected areas, increase in number of
shelters for cyclones and floods, housing, development of
road communication system, protection of rights of
women and persons with disabilities and social inclusion.
Notable among these is the construction of 86,996
disaster-resilient housing ahead of the birth centenary of
the Father of the Nation. Meanwhile, on International
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Disaster Mitigation Day (13 October 2020),
Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated 17,000 houses. The
ministry has implemented a number of other projects that
reflect the thinking of the father of the nation. A special
program has been taken to reduce the risk of disasters

Prime

and ensure food security for pregnant and lactating
women and children under five years of age, the
Rohingya Crisis Response Project, one of the planning
centres as overall response to the risk management are
in the process of being implemented. For the first time,
the National Disaster Management Expert Committee
has included experts on water resources, climate change,
earthquakes, disaster management, gender and social
inclusion by updating the Standing Orders on Disaster
(2019).

Disaster Risk Good Governance during pandemic

It is important to mention the fact that the father of the
nation's proposed disaster risk reduction program along
with following national and international driving force is
currently being managed by a very strong institutional
structure. The recent Covid-19 pandemic has dealt a new
blow not only to Bangladesh but also to global disaster
risk reduction initiatives. The recent Covid-19 pandemic
has dealt a new blow not only to Bangladesh but also to
global disaster risk reduction initiatives. Cyclone Ampan
and subsequent floods have hit Bangladesh during this
extreme period of covid-19 in 2020. It was anticipated that
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it would be really difficult for the government and other
agencies to respond in a timely manner.

There was a global concern, especially in South Asia
during cyclone Ampan, about how to ensure the provision
of health care and maintain social distance in densely
populated cyclone shelters. The immediate steps taken
by the ministry to deal with such a situation have
answered many questions. For example, temporary
shelters were set up to maintain social distance, and
closed educational institutions were used as shelters.
However, it can be said that these two disasters have
given rise to various experiences during the Covid-19
which will provide effective and efficient guidance to the
government in socio-economic and inclusive disaster
management. In this case, it is necessary to take an
integrated plan for the formulation and implementation of
scientific

knowledge and technology based risk

management process at national and regional level.

It is needed to increase private sector initiatives and need
to encourage people, youth and the media should be
encouraged to get involved in disaster risk management.
Disaster risk reduction and prevention, risk quantification
and mitigation of climate change impacts, analysis of
research based
implementation of

adaption
knowledge and application and
resilient and sustainable livelihood based policies.
Researchers and experienced experts can help the

required in implementing
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government in this regard. For disaster risk management,
planning and implementation of science and information,
integrated policies with priority for gender / transgender,
persons with disability, ethnic minorities, especially
marginalized people living in remote areas is the key to
establishing disaster good governance at every stage.
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Introduction: The Vision of Bangabandhu
Bangabandhu Skeikh Mujibur Rahman started his
election campaign in the backdrop of the devastating
super cyclone in 1970, which killed more than 500,000
people and created uncountable human sufferings.
After the Independence of Bangladesh, the war ravaged
country was identified as one of the most poverty
stricken and vulnerable country to natural disasters like
floods, cyclones, tidal surges and drought. Therefore,
poverty alleviation, food security through agricultural
development and disaster preparedness were
prioritized as the most important and challenging tasks
to the government of Bangladesh at that time. The
Father of the Nation guided the vision and strategies for
disaster preparedness and risk reduction. He has
inaugurated the world acclaimed Cyclone Preparedness
Programme (CPP) and his government constructed
several Mujib Killa to protect the lives of people, their
assets and livestock from floods and cyclones in the
early 1970s. Actually, the vision and dynamic leadership
of the Father of the Nation still guides the disaster
management policy, strategies and actions in
Bangladesh.

Primary Development Challenge of Bangladesh and
Bangabandhu’s exceptional charismatic leadership

Development challenges of Bangladesh just after
independence were multi-lateral which were deeply
related with economic and social development. So,
main focus were immediate reconstruction of rural
development, development of agriculture for food
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security of seventy five million people, emergency
rehabilitation of millions of refugees who came back
from India, ensuring health and medical services to all.
Besides, reconstruction of small roads and roads
infrastructure of war-wrecked Bangladesh,
re-establishment of rail roads became vital for
expanding business and commerce. Economy and
livelihood of people specially in coastal districts were
highly affected after the devastating cyclone of 1970.
Extensive program was undertaken for reconstruction
and development of cyclone affected and war-wrecked
coastal areas.

When Bangabandhu took the charge of the country as
the unequivocal leader, he got it as war-wrecked and
cyclone-devastated country. But, the main strengths of
this country was his strong leadership, profound
wisdom and determinationa to rebuild the country. His
main asset was open-hearted support and intense love
of the people. This country of seventy five million
people earned victory in the war of liberation and got
independence under his firm leadership. So, the people
had unyielding faith on the Father of the Nation to
overcome the crisis.

The Father of the Nation and his government
emphasized on rural development for ensuring food
security, reconstruction of road networks and
flourishment of agriculture. He inspired and reunited
freedom fighters, peasants and young generation to
rebuild the nation aiming economic emancipation,
welfare and justice.

His government inspired and facilitated green
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revolution technology in cultivation of new and high
yielding variety of crops through co-operative and
integrated pest control and modern irrigation system
which expanded in the agricultural sector after the
independence. His government also initiated food
assistance and social sefty net programs for the poorest,
women and vulnerable groups of the society on a wide
range.
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Bangabandhu amongst the destitute people who lost everything in super cyclone of 12
November 1970

=

The Father of the Nation realized the importance of
natural resources and bio-diversity for people’s
healthiness and existence. His government within the
brief but significant period of his tenure 1972- 1975
undertook extensive programs for land, soil, water,
fisheries and forest conservation. He inspired people for
protection of the Sundarbans, the largest mangrove
forest of the world, which protects Bangladesh from
severe natural disasters like cyclone, storm surges,
salinity, tidal surges and other natural disasters. This has
been widely proved in recent times during the cyclones
Aila, Sidr and Amphan. He loved trees and started tree
plantation movement in government premises and
public places with active participation of people. As a
result, Bangladesh has acclaimed recognition of the
world for its wide social forestry.

Bangladesh has become self-sufficient in agricultural
production and recognised as a flourshing and
upcoming economic power today in 2020 pursuant to
Bangabandhu’s visionary decisions and strong
leadership in uniting people of all classes, establishing
institutions and giving guidelines through a new
constitution. The results of his able leadership and
disaster management initiatives have been materialised
after so many years during cyclones of Sidr, Aila and
Amphan. The devastation of four-fold floods and two
super cyclones in 2020 hav affected directly the
livelihoods of 31 districts. But, no one had to strave
because of efficient and co-ordinated efforts among
local government institutions, NGO’s and people-based
organizations, abundand food assistance and timely
disaster preparedness programs.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in conversation with the UN Secretary General Kurt
Waldheim (November 27, 1972).
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Government of Bangladesh is managing Multiple
Disasters

The government of Bangladesh has a constitutional
responsibility to protect the population from the
disasters and help those affected people with food and
nutrition, drinking water, sanitation, medicines and
healthcare, shelters and livelihood support. The
government of Bangladesh with its ministries,
departments, line agencies, local government, NGOs
and development partners are addressing and
managing multiple natural disasters as well as
man-made disasters like fire out-breaks, water logging
and human health disasters like dengue, COVID,
diarrhea and malaria every year. The human induced
rapid global climate change has increased the
frequency, intensity and damages of natural disasters.
Bangladesh faced two devastating cyclones and
four-time floods in 2020. In such a challenging situation,
the government has to coordinate disaster
preparedness activities at national, regional and local
levels as well as take responses measures for the
disaster victims and vulnerable communities in several
disaster prone areas and climate hot-spots in the
country. The country has shifted its disaster
management approaches and paradigm from mere
relief distribution and rehabilitation to more Disaster
Risk Reduction (DRR) in the light of Hyogo Framework of
Action (HFA) on disaster and Sendai Framework for DRR
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(Nasreen M., 2017 and Mallick et al, 205). Further, the
DRR approaches and activities are linked with National
Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) and
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan
(BCCSAP) for comprehensive disaster preparedness
considering long-term Climate Change Adaptation
(CCA), resilience building, community development,
Social Safety Net (SSN) and Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) of the UN and the Government of
Bangladesh (GoB).

Paradigm  Shift in
Preparedness

Disaster Management and

The historical data and statistics would suggest that
Bangladesh is one of the most disaster prone countries
in the world with great negative consequences being
associated with various natural and human induced
hazards. The geophysical location, land characteristics,
multiplicity of rivers and the monsoon climate render
Bangladesh highly vulnerable to natural hazards. The
coastal morphology of Bangladesh influences the
impact of natural hazards on the area. Especially in the
south eastern area, natural hazards increase the
vulnerability of the coastal dwellers. The main disasters
in Bangladesh are: Flood, Tropical Cyclone, Storm Surge,
Tornado, River Bank Erosion, Drought, Earthquake and
fire outbreak in the city slums, markets and tall
buildings.

The government of Bangladesh, development partners,
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NGOs, CBOs, private sector organizations and the key
actors in the country are aware of the dynamics in
disaster patterns and their impacts on population,
society, economy, ecology and infrastructures. The
government of Bangladesh has formulated National
Disaster Policy and National Plan for Disaster
Management. Currently, the conventional disaster
management model (i.e. response, relief and recovery)
has been replaced by a more holistic approach of
disaster preparedness and disaster risk reduction,
wherein the process of hazard identification and
mitigation, community preparedness, integrated
response efforts and recovery are planned for and
undertaken continuously within a risk management
context to address the issues of vulnerability (Mallick,
2010 and Rahman, 2015). The strategic plan, for disaster
management in Bangladesh, has been formulated in
line with the Sendai Framework for DRR (2015-2030)
with emphasis on an integrated multi-hazard approach
for sustainable development to reduce the incidence
and severity of disasters; placing disaster risk reduction
in the centre of policies and political priorities. Efforts
and investments were enhanced in disaster
preparedness as well as in building capacity of the
vulnerable communities and actors for greater DRR. The
Sendai Framework has prioritized four key actions:

These are:

« Priority-1: Understanding disaster risks
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- Priority-2: Strengthening disaster risk governance to
manage disaster risks

« Priority-3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for
resilience; and

« Priority-4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for
effective response to “Build Back Better” in Recovery,
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction.

All these priorities have been reflected and integrated
in the Bangladesh national disaster policy and plan for
disaster management (Rahman, 2015).

From Vulnerability to Building Resilience to Disaster and
Climate Change

The vision of the Bangladesh government with regard
to disaster management is to enhance resilience and
reduce the vulnerability of the people, especially the
poor, women and socially marginalized communities.
The aim is to manage and reduce the environmental,
climate and human induced hazards to an acceptable
humanitarian level. The mission of the government is to
achieve a paradigm shift in national disaster
management strategies from conventional responses
and recovery to a more resilient and comprehensive risk
reduction culture and to promote food security as an
important factor in ensuring the resilience of the
communities to hazards. In this context, the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) was
established with the aims to strengthen the capacity of
Bangladesh disaster management system to reduce
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Bangabandhu visiting disaster-prone areas

unacceptable risks, to improve response and recovery
management at all levels and to effectively manage the
risk, protect assets base and ensure sustainable
development. Hence, the role of the Department of
Disaster Management (DDM) is very crucial in this
regard and it has to provide effective, contemporary
and professional disaster risk management/reduction
services, guidance and coordination in multi hazard risk
management and mitigation measures, building
awareness and education, information sharing on DRR
as well as facilitate response and recovery measures
with local government, actors and communities. The
role and responsibilities of all actors and stakeholders
are described in the revised Standing Orders on
Disasters (SOD).

Regulative Framework and Institutional Responsiveness

In order to manage the paradigm shift in disaster
management, a disaster management regulative
framework was established under which the
Bangladesh Disaster Management Framework is
implemented, and in which the work of Ministries,
Departments, NGOs and civil society are undertaken.
The regulative framework provides the relevant
legislative, policy and best practice framework under
which the activity of Disaster Risk Reduction and
Emergency Response Management is facilitated in
Bangladesh. Further, the Disaster Management Act
creates the legislative framework under which disaster
risk reduction and emergency response management is
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Bangabandhu was always ready for the people of the coastal area
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2020 for immediate and long term resilience building
and DRR.

Gender Issues in DRR and CCA

The poor women, girls and elderly people are badly
affected by natural and man-made disasters. The
women and girls constitute almost half of the
population. Many of them are poorest of the poor and
suffer the most from disaster impacts due to both
physical conditions (high level of exposure and
sensitivity to disasters) and many social drivers and
conditions including poverty, food insecurity, social
exclusion, lack of participation and decision making of
women and marginal groups in disaster responses:
early warning, recovery and rehabilitation. The
government is aware of the situation and growing
vulnerability of the women, children, elderly people,
physically challenged and socially excluded groups
including the indigenous communities. There are
special focus and attention for women and the
marginalized groups in DRR responses and community
actions. The disaster management committees at the
Union Parishads and Cyclone Preparedness Program
(CPP) are trained for taking appropriate measures for
women, children and the excluded people before,
during and after the disasters in the local and social
contexts.
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Challenges of DRR, Humanitarian Responses and
Building Resilience

The GoB, stakeholders and the actors at different levels
are active in implementing the policy and strategies in
DRR and climate change adaptation. The emergency
and humanitarian responses as well as social safety net
(SSN) are to be put in the centre of DDR and CCA
activities. There is also need for greater institutional
responsiveness and good governance (accountability,
responsiveness and transparency) at all levels to make
the DRR smarter and effective by benefiting the most
vulnerable and underserved in the disaster prone and
hard to reach areas including the poor people living in
coastal zone, riverine chars, hilly areas, drought prone
upland and in the urban slums.

The disaster management model has shifted its
paradigm from mere relief distribution to risk reduction
which
recognition, terming Bangladesh as a role model for

mechanisms, acclaimed international
disaster management. The changes are evident in the
policy and strategies. There is greater need of change in
practices and in institutional responsiveness at the local
and community levels. The DRR and CCA responses are
to be placed in the Five Year Plans and ADPs more
strongly for adequate resources towards the vulnerable

communities and underserved in the poverty stricken
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and disaster prone regions. The framework was
established under which the Bangladesh Disaster
Management Framework is implemented, and in which
the work of Ministries, Departments, NGOs and civil
society are undertaken. The regulative framework
provides the relevant legislative, policy and best
practice framework under which the activity of Disaster
Risk Reduction and Emergency Response Management
is facilitated in Bangladesh. Further, the Disaster
Management Act creates the legislative framework
under which disaster risk reduction and emergency
response management is undertaken in Bangladesh,
and the legal basis in which activities and actions are
managed. It also creates mandatory obligations and
responsibilities on  Ministries, committees and
appointments. The Standing Orders on Disaster (SOD)
outlines the disaster management arrangements in
Bangladesh and describes the detailed roles and
responsibilities of the National Committees, Ministries,
Departments and other organizations involved in
disaster risk reduction and emergency response
management. Further, it establishes the necessary
actions required in implementing Bangladesh'’s Disaster
Model, e.g.,
environment, managing the risk environment, and

Management defining the risk

responding to the threat environment (MoDMR, 2018).

Comprehensive Disaster Management Program (CDMP)
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The program was prepared and implemented in phases
by the GoB with UN agencies and development
partners in Bangladesh. The CDMP is a strategic
institutional and programming approach that is
designed to optimize the reduction of long-term risks
and to strengthen the operational capacities for
responding to emergencies and disaster situations
including actions to improve recovery from these
events. The strategic focus areas of CDMP include:
Professionalizing the Disaster Management System:
Establishment of Policy Program Partnership
Development Unit, Professionalizing development of
Disaster Management System; Partnership
Development: Advocacy and Capacity Building of
DMCs;

Analysis, Risk Reduction Planning, Livelihood Security

Community Empowerment: Program Gap

and hazard Awareness; Expanding Preparedness
Program across a broader range of hazards: Earthquake
and Tsunami Preparedness; Climate Change and
Research;  Strengthening

Emergency Response

Capabilities: DMIC and Response Management.
Integration of DDR in NAPA & BCCSAP

Both the NAPA and BCCSAP have considered DRR in
promoting adaptation to climate change and building
resilience in human, social and natural systems. One of
the key thematic areas of BCCSAP is comprehensive
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disaster management, which has several programs and
actions. The programs under the theme-3 included the
initiatives: Improvement of flood forecasting and early
warning; Improvement of cyclones and storm surge
warning; Awareness raising and public education
towards disaster and climate resilience; and Risk
management against loss of income and properties
The MoEF&CC and the
Ministry of Finance of the GoB with support from UNDP

due to climate disasters.

are formulating a National Adaptation Plan (NAP) in
various national disaster management councils and
committees will be more effective with greater
accountability to people and society. The NGOs, civil
society and disaster network must work more closely
with the government agencies and also with the
vulnerable communities. The National Disaster
Management Plan provides strong emphasis on
equitable and sustainable participation of all
stakeholders including the private sector. Historically,
the private sector and individuals were very active in
humanitarian response during and after disaster. The
DRR responses in the climate change regime, must
harness the social capital and engage all actors

including the private sector who are resourceful.

Towards Implementing Bangabandhu’s Vision: The
Global, National and Local Linkages
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The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu in the state of comtemplation on 30 June 1973 during
the visit of Kurigram

Bangabandhu always dreamed of exploitation free,
economically developed, culturally vibrant and
equitable society living in harmony with nature. The
vision could best be achieved in today’s Bangladesh by
rapidly and drastically reducing poverty, implementing
effective DRR and enhancing resilience to climate
change. Bangladesh has been recognized as a global
leader in all these areas. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the previous
UN Secretary General in his recent speech said,
“Bangladesh is our best teacher in adaptation to climate
change”.

Along with this bottom up development and DRR
efforts, the achievements of rapid economic growth
must continue with greater inclusiveness, equity and
social justice for the underserved and deprived sections
of the society. In the second decade of the 215 century,
the global process has experienced many regional and
local conflicts in social, political, economic and
ecological systems. But at the same time, the global
policies and strategies on sustainable development,
disaster risk management and climate change have
experienced a great convergence and synergy. The
three global convergence initiatives: the SDGs (2015 to
2030) a global agenda for sustainable development;
Sendai Framework for DRR and Paris Climate
Agreement (2015) have contributed to reinforcing the
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newly emerging socially inclusive and climate resilient
development paradigm.

All these three processes have developed a momentum
in achieving the social, ecological and economic
objectives taking into consideration the climate change
and disaster impacts. Bangladesh has taken all these
seriously and the imperatives are reflected in the
national policies, plans and strategies. Implementation
with desired results remains the greatest challenges to
the government and actors. The rapid economic
growth with equity and good governance, access of the
poor to resources, alleviation of poverty, reduction of
disaster risks and building resilience to climate change
are the key objectives of the government of Bangladesh
and the people. Achieving these objectives would be of
great service to the present and future generations of
Bangladesh who can do the best to demonstrate the
highest respect to the dreams and vision of
Bangabandhu.
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Bangabandhu:

The Pioneer in Disaster
Risk Management

Md. Mohsin
Secretary
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief
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The history of disaster management is not as long as
is the history of disasters in this Ganges delta called
Bangladesh. The concept of disaster management
was only limited to relief distribution after disasters.
During the Pakistan period, especially after the
catastrophic cyclone of 1970, the then government
was criticized all over the world for their negligence,
mismanagement and inefficiency in disaster
response. The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman realized the significance of
disaster management in real terms. He paved the
effective ways for disaster risk reduction and
undertook extensive plan for development and
disaster risk management.

Bangabandhu, before being assassinated along with
his other family members on 15 August 1975,
transformed into a global leader by playing a vital role
in the independence of Bangladesh. This is brilliantly
portrayed in the poetic diction of Sunil
Bandyopadhyay, “To reach the sky by overcoming
the obstacles.” By helping to overcome the traumatic
past of the Bengali people, he placed Bangladesh on
the world map. The greatest Bangali of all time, the
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman not only gave Bangladesh its own
independent land but also played a pivotal role in
tackling disasters - the most crucial factor for survival
and ensuring the quality of lives for the people of this
region.

This characteristic of dedicating himself to serve the
disaster-affected people started from his school life. It
is mentioned on page 18 of his autobiography,
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“Ausamapta Atmajiboni” (The Unfinished Memoirs),
the heart of young Mujib became ponderous
witnessing the misery of the starving people in 1943.
He mentioned in his diary, “During this time, Shaheed
Shaheb ordered to open the gruel kitchens. | also
made myself readily available to serve the starving
people by leaving my studies behind. Many gruel
kitchens. were opened and one meal per day was
served among the starving people.” In order to
distribute relief materials among the people suffering
from misery in South Bengal, he went to kolkata from
Dhaka to meet the renowned leaders therein to
improve the condition and bring a smile to the faces of
the starving people by arranging a conference.
Bangabandhu fell sick from doing extensive work.
However, he remained firm in his support towards the
people.

In his political career, as the Prime Minister or an
opposition party leader, Bangabandhu’s contribution
towards disaster risk management is reflected in
some of his speeches. He made 3 important
speeches on the damage inflicted from the 1970’s
cyclone and the indifference of the then government
in power.

In his speech on 28 October 1970, Bangabandhu
prioritized 3 key pillars for economic emancipation
along with other issues. Among these, the
management of flood was the first one. He mentioned
an integrated disaster risk reduction system for
sustainable development which was reflected in his
initiatives afterwards.

On 26 November 1970 Bangabandhu made another

65



66

SR TCE TS QR AN T O FESH gl
(AT | S50 I AT FIHS @ SLFEA *AFR
TriTe Afafrce fof omea foqb ewmgad ©me
frcafeee |

IHF W AERE dp0-9 69 ©raeet Sy R
Aot Sfafes Ifem T foab v wwifiem
(RS T T | 97 N4 TR feet 91 forwae | fof
B2 TR T PRSI IR A
JCETRCE, A ARSI o ey FIfbre o
T |

3590-GT Y TOHA (JOE-(GRTTON IqT A8 S
MR IS A YA AR 2jefier Mpfera=a ffge
foet | @R oraed fofy 33 Frewa were gl gl (ot
IR B FAHS ¢ WF quee &Fe foa reT 409 |
NS GG, Bl 2w @ TEL WE, S TS
(NFTS ST GFF So TF AR 2R o0 77
o epRe Afeq @ yfe @oFRm 5@ IW @R
TSR afs AT orema SurtitR g i e
afeqm e | Fof (N Tope AMqeaa Qe oy MR
dfe SFH TN | WEOR 7Y’ kg W IR
TRl Nead et @it regd F0fb sifere a9 |

T R T 8 TAFS I (06 AT THAER
SRR 7ed-FET FA ©OF O 9 @ | (T R
FAR@M AT fofd AfFWE TeeiEs AN deR o
TUIRAPR 9031 4 0, “GAAG TAFCT WAre Qi
V' Ae e JARCH @ TRRS TALTRI LI 477 ANS!

speech focusing on the tumultuous cyclone which
took place on 12 November 1970. This particular
speech which was delivered through radio and
television is considered till date as the
comprehensive  guideline  for  disaster risk
management in Bangladesh. In this speech he also
brought to light the real picture of the loss and misery
of the affected people caused by the cylone ‘Gorky.’
The Unfinished Memoirs, page 297 states, on
November 12 when one million people were killed in
the coastal area by the cyclone Gorky, Bangabandhu
canceled his election campaign and rushed to the
affected areas. He addressed several gatherings,
condemning and protesting the negligence and
indifference of the Pakistani rulers towards humanity.
He called for relief materials to the world for the
affected people. “The Ambassador of Humanity,”
Bangabandhu himself carried on relief activities
among the disaster-stricken people.

After visiting the districts of Noakhali, Barishal,
Patuakhali and Khulna, Bangabandhu highlighted the
loss of lives and indescribable condition of the
survivors of the affected areas. At the press
conference, he emphasized the utter failure of the
Pakistani government saying, “Two days before the
cyclone hit the coast, residents of the coastal areas
were not properly alerted despite the early warnings
from Suparco and weather satellites. No attempt was
made to relocate the at-risk people to safer shelters.”
He described the short-sightedness and hostility of
the government in alleviating the plight of the people
in the disaster vulnerable coastal areas.
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Remembering other disasters he said, “even after 23
years of independence, there has been no plan for
flood control in place yet. Even 10 years ago,
cyclones and tidal waves caused severe damage to
the area. This time, after 10 years, the extent of the
damage has increased a thousand times due to
management failure. Plans were drawn up a decade
ago, for the construction of cyclone shelters,
reorganization of coastal villages and development of
communication systems. However, even after an
entire decade, these plans are stuck in a bunch of
projects and are yet to be implemented.”

Bangabandhu observed the acute scarcity of relief
supplies, the lack of clean water and shelter, huge
damage of crops, the plague of cattle and the
suffering of the survivors. The situation made him
upset and he sought immediate redressal of the
havoc. He told, “If bureaucrats were accountable for
their actions to the government, they would not dare
to be so indifferent.” Mentioning that a plan has to be
adopted to protect the people from cyclones,
Bangabandhu said, “We have to build coastal
embankments, construct adequate shelters to resist
cyclones, develop proper early warning systems and
communication systems.” He demanded immediate
provision of cattle, improved agricultural inputs and
agricultural machinery for the rehabilitation of the
affected people. Bangabandhu mentioned that “In
order to save Bangladesh from the destruction of
nature, autonomy must be achieved based on 6 point
and 11 point. Only then we will be able to solve any
urgent problem related to economic development,
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AL FACS AR |” Bangabandhu delivered the 3rd speech on 9

590 7 5 Torm B Fige Teaiese] we December after winning the general election of 1970

by an absolute margin in the presence of local and
oW, AW IR g @R i foreign journalists. He, yet again, highlighted the
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman visiting cyclone-devastated areas

importance of cyclone risk reduction and disaster
management. He described the struggle of the
cyclone survivors as a mountainous duty for his
government to address. The day after the speech,
Bangabandhu rushed to the coastal area for the
second time and led the relief work for the affected
people. He stood by the people, traveling by boats
and walking from one remote location to another. He
delivered inspirational speeches in numerous
meetings. At a crowded meeting in Sandwip, he
reiterated his determination to keep his promise to
change the fate of the disaster-affected people. He
directed to waive the tax of agricultural land up to 25
bighas, no loans but to distribute unconditional cash
to them, cows for ploughing, seeds, housing
materials and all other necessary things. He warned
that any irregularities in the relief efforts would not be
tolerated. One of the 35 instructions given by
Bangabandhu to the administration on 14 March
1971 was to continue all development, relief and
rehabilitation & reconstruction work including
construction of embankments in the cyclone-hit
areas.

Bangabandhu did not forget the loss incurred from
cyclone Gorky. He planned a ‘Cyclone Preparedness
Programme (CPP)’ in 1972 to deal with cyclones and
officially inaugurated the program in 1973. The CPP
is a joint initiative of the government and the
Bangladesh Red Crescent Society, which is a unique
milestone in disaster risk reduction. In addition to
establishing the CPP, Bangabandhu took the
initiative to build cyclone shelters to protect lives and
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properties. Earthen mounds were requested to be
built to protect the cattle, which the local people used
to call ‘Mujib Killa’ out of affection. These forts have
been used as shelters for livestock during cyclones
and storm surges. It is worth mentioning that from
1972-75, he spent an average of 11% of the total
national budget on disaster management. He
allocated this budget for the construction of the
aforesaid infrastructure for disaster management.

Establishing an organization like the CPP in a
war-torn Bangladesh was not easy. He established
the CPP for the protection of the people in the coastal
areas. The CPP volunteers played an important role
in reducing the loss from cyclone-related damages by
disseminating early warning for cyclones, performing
rescue operations and providing first aid to the
affected people. They played a vital role in reducing
cyclone-related damages to a minimum.

On 25 September 1974, Bangabandhu delivered
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another speech at the General Assembly of United
Nations. This speech is also a milestone in the field of
disaster management in Bangladesh. He said in an
unequivocal voice, “Bangladesh is a country
repeatedly affected by disasters. Therefore,
Bangladesh has a special interest in building a
suitable institutional system for the world community
by coming forward to deal with situations arising from
natural disasters.”

On 16 July 1972, during the inauguration of the Tree
Plantation Week programme at Suhrawardy Udyan,
Bangabandhu said, “We did not create the
Sundarbans by planting trees. The Sundarbans
along the Bay of Bengal acts as a barrier against
cyclones. If it is not protected, then one day Khulna,
Patuakhali, some parts of Cumilla and Dhaka will be
submerged in the sea and turn into islands similar to
Hatia and Sandwip. Once the Sundarbans is
depleted, there will be no way to protect it from
erosion.” Social forestry began in the coastal areas
under the direction of Bangabandhu. Later, under the
leadership of his worthy daughter, Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, extensive mangrove-based
social forestry has been expanded in the coastal
belts.

As a result of all these initiatives of Bangabandhu,
the seeds of disaster risk management were sowed
in independent Bangladesh. He could not witness the
full implementation of his plans. Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has further strengthened the
disaster management activities, following the
footsteps of Bangabandhu. Under her dynamic
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leadership, pre-disaster preparedness, response
and recovery activities have been intensified,
resulting in a significant reduction in flood and
cyclone damage, especially the loss of lives. As a
result of this, Bangladesh is a ‘Role Model in the
world today in disaster risk reduction.

Bangabandhu played a pioneering role in
establishing an independent country for the deprived
people for which he was awared the title of “Father of
the Nation.” He also laid the foundation of disaster
risk management in Bangladesh. Hence, by paying
due respect and recognition as the ‘pioneer of
disaster risk management’ for his visionary role in
disaster risk reduction, we should acknowledge his
unparallel contribution.
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Bangabandhu and the
globally appreciated
Cyclone Preparedness
Programme (CPP) of
Bangladesh

Mohammad Saidur Rahman
The first Director of CPP
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Father of Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivering
speech through wireless

This is the picture of a historical event, the vastly
proclaimed picture of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who is delivering
speech through wireless, from the chamber of Prime
Minister, to around twenty thousand volunteers of CPP,
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who lived in coastal areas. Before explaining the
background of this picture, we have to know about the
huge contribution of Bangabandhu regarding present
status of globally appreciated and immensely successful
CPP.

The readers of this article possibly you don’t know that
today’s CPP is a huge organization. More than 74,000
volunteers, of whom 50% is female, are working very hard
in saving the life and property of millions of people who is
residing in 41 Upazillas of 13 Districts in the coastal areas
of Bangladesh.

In present days, Bangladesh is renowned as a role model
of disaster management program around the world.
Many countries are now following the model of CPP. It is
now admired and popular in the whole world. In the
global meetings of disaster management, CPP is now
regarded as a successful paradigm. In the last week of
March in 2006, more than 1200 representatives from 140
countries were united to attend Third International Early
Warning Conference in the city Bonn, the ex-capital of
Germany. The president of America, Bill Clinton was also
one of them. He praised the early warning system of
Bangladesh regarding Cyclone and said, “I hope that we
will not forget this effective program of Bangladesh.”

We need to know the history of CPP, to know and
understand the far-sighted and groundbreaking decision
that was taken by Bangabandhu regarding the durability
of CPP in 1973. Gorky of 12 November 1970, was the
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deadliest cyclone ever in which more than one million
people died according to the statistics of government.
After this, United Nations called a special General
Assembly and assigned the League of Red Cross Society
to take effective measurements to reduce the loss
resulted from cyclone in the then East Pakistan. At that
time, representatives of Red Cross from different
countries came to Bangladesh and started some projects
to provide relief and disaster management for
cyclone-affected people of 1970 and the war-affected
people of 1971. Claus Hegstrom came from Sweden as a
cyclone relief delegate. He stayed in the distant coastal
areas for a long time and used to communicate with the
general people to find the answer to the question why
millions of people had died although having of early
warning campaign through the meteorological
department, radar station and  government
administration of the country. As a result, he came to
know that:

1) Many people did not get the early warning of
cyclone;

2) There are some people who got the warning but
did not believe it;

3) Some people did not go to the cyclone shelter or
to a safe place even after believing;

4) Some people died because of the lack of
post-cyclone rescue and treatment etc.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the cover of Newsweek Magazine where he was termed
as the “Poet of Politics” (April 5, 1971).

After observing these things, Hegstrom planned to form

an organization the basic aspects of which is given below:

1. Every people of the coastal areas must be ensured
of getting early warning;

2. The early warning should be announced by the
young and middle-aged volunteers of the village
so that their family and neighbours believe them;

3. The volunteers would transfer the people in
refuge centre, rescue the stuck people, even they
would provide the people primary treatment if
needed;

4. Volunteers would assist in post disaster relief and
rehabilitation procedure as well.

Considering these facts above, League of Red Cross
started their CPP program officially in July 1972. Thanks to
the Almighty that two months after this, | joined as the
first director of CPP.

We communicated with various organizations such as
World Bank, American Embassy etc. for the sustainability
of an important program like CPP that was engaged in
saving the life and property of millions of people, but no
organization could ensure the fund for more than two or
three years. In this case, Hegstrom realized that if the
government of Bangladesh realizes the significance of
this program, only they could take steps for the
sustainability of the program. In that perspective, we
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started to lobby with the government’s administrative
persons. Secretary A Z M Obaidullah Khan, M Mukammel
Haque, the Managing Director of IRDP, Shamsul Haque of
Gazipur, the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development and Co-operatives etc. were among those
persons. In December 1972, | accompanied the following
personalities in the first rehearsal of a big assembly
organized by the volunteers of CPP in ‘Chor Hare’ of
Borobaisdia Union in Galachipa Thana of the Patuakhali
District. Although they realized the necessity of a
long-term organization, problem arose that how the
government could ensure the commitment of providing
a big amount to the Red Cross for such a long time. For
this, they have to take permission and consideration from
the Prime Minister. When this matter was proposed to
Bangabandhu, after lobbying through Government party
(MP Abdur Rab Boga Mia of Pabna) and higher
administrative levels for some days, immediately he
realized that a program which was working in saving the
life and property of million people from coastal areas,
should not be dependent on the uncertain financial aid of
a foreign organization. In 28 April 1973, he gave a written
approval to a groundbreaking commencement that the
government would bear all the expenditure of Cyclone
Preparedness Program and the program would be
conducted by the joint management of Bangladesh
government and Red Cross. Alhamdulillah!

Here, it is necessary to mention that International Red
Cross took several programs in reshaping the devastated
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Bangladesh because of the cyclone in 1970 and
independence war in 1971. Because of financial crisis or

P®



AT ¥l e IR, (Mo =ee Bifaifa | a0 AT
qefITe eI 31221 foe 71 A10we oK, Sod A 9T
TF GG T, 009 IAE FTeE@ w8oo | GIITR
G (VO TR MR A | ARG | @5 TR
TR @A {0 72e, MR i AIEs <R Ao
Tz ¥ i e ae gieie 2o (TRieRama
WK EIRR FRCE | SR W 7Y 350 Al Sifed Gl
T (I G T2 G AP (SN (AT
frffer git S o @ el Prae ik,
IS & @l TmeIE ST A | oot Tofe
JRE A RIS G A IR | I |

GIF (T BRE &PT0e e W12 | e oIt SisE T (=3,
$9q9 A TR TG @S AZFE AEAH TGS
T | T @ SUge AR, S e qa
YA FEEE SAEN 2R oF @ T,
T Tojin G s gzd <91 & | 39 2, fof
(S AR | @GR GIFTTT A& (AN (B
AET ML AN EE Toifge oo | e
TEEA (T YTAD TS TG RTFHF (T @ =12 vr)
T FIZ FACS AN I, OIYT! FEEENS (®6 | @
EAFTR (AT TEwed dE OFTSId ¢ Fed 77 |
Y @ FIR T, O 7 foa Sifawm mAre A |
IR (@@ RETFHIEE YL Sl @2 g3 AR BIRT
waEIR M AR Aieed (ofd | O P zeE, oEw
(MB2 @B AT | (®F SreeRS @ SHED

passage of time, almost all of these programs either were
closed or completed in the allotted time. But in this fifty
years, only one of these programs is still active, gained
huge popularity, and achieved appreciation from
different countries, and that program is CPP. In the
cyclone of 1970, the death rate was more than one
million, in 1991, it was 1,38,000, and in cyclone Sidr of
2007, it was 3400. Now, it has descended to two digit.
Alhamdulillah! It has been possible due to the blessings
of the Almighty, the socio-economic development of the
country and because of the humanitarian service of the
dedicated volunteers of CPP. | think that the
groundbreaking decision that had been taken by the
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in providing fund for CPP from government’s
treasury in 1973, was equivalent to a ‘Sadakaye Zariya’
(holy gift). As long as the program continue its service for
humans, the great Almighty definitely would bless
Bangabandhu. Amen.

Now | would rather come back to the context of that
picture. | do not remember the exact date, a
medium-range cyclone dashed off Bangladesh in 1973.
On the previous night, Bangabandhu was planning to
visit coastal areas, and he was discussing in taking
decision about where he would go and what he would
do. He decided that he would go to Bhola. | was also
present there with the Chairperson of Red Cross, Gazi
Golam Mostafa. | suggested with modesty that such a big
helicopter (Russian M | 8) could not fly low, besides its
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windows were also very small. The proper scenario of the
destruction could not be seen from this also. If he took
the smaller bell helicopter of Red Cross which could low
fly, then he could see the entire area clearly. Because both
the front side and back side doors of the Bell helicopters
were made of transparent plastic. So the decision was
taken that helicopter would be changed after landing in
Bhola. The small helicopter had only four seats.
Bangabandhu and the Swedish pilot were in front seats
and the chairperson of Red Cross was in back seat along
with me. After Bangabandhu seated in seat, | showed him
how his and which buttons to be pressed to converse via
headphones. He stared a little at me and said with a smile
on his face, “you don’t need to teach me this, | already
know these stuffs.”

The helicopter did low flying for around 30 minutes.
Bangabandhu observed the scene of loss and he also
noticed that some young and middle-aged villagers were
working with megaphone in their hands. | answered to a
question of him, “Sir, they are the volunteers of Cyclone
Preparedness Program. They work hard day and night
keeping their life at stake. There are twenty thousand
volunteers like these who are working in these coastal
areas.” | took the opportunity and requested him, “Sir, if
you gave a speech to them only for five to ten minutes,
they would be more inspired to do their work.” He
replied, “of course, | will. Make the arrangements.”

The arrangements were taken- the single-side band
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wireless of CPP was set in the temporary chamber of
prime minister situated in Baily Road (in front of the east
gate of Ramna Park). On the other hand, in front of every
office of CPP in the coastal areas, there were hundreds of
CPP volunteers, also some big loud speakers were
connected with the wireless. When Bangabandhu came,
we talked to the wireless operators and they ensured us
that thousands of volunteers were united to listen the
speech. He felt enlightened and provided an invigorated
speech of ten to twelve minutes without any note.

| want to provide an example of how much trust
Bangabandhu had in CPP from that time. That was
probably in the end of 1973. A cyclone originated from
Andaman Nikobor was heading towards Bangladesh. In
the control room, we were observing the direction of the
cyclone and the wind day and night and was
communicating with the volunteers of coastal areas. At
one time, | became exhausted. | went to a room in office
(12 New Eskaton) to take some rest. | did not know when
somebody came and woke me up joggling me hard. With
a tender sleep in my eyes, | got irritated and when | was
about to scold, my colleague Emdad Hossain asked me,
“Sir wake up now, there is a phone call for you from the
residence of Bangabandhu.” My sleep faded away in a
moment. | took the receiver and got astonished as it was
not the telephone operator, it was Bangabandhu himself
on the other side of the telephone. It was as obvious
practice that telephone operator would give him the
phone line after | held the phone. But he did not want to
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waste that time. This incident shows how much
compassionate a person can become for the disaster
affected people, only a leader like Bangabandhu can have
this much sympathy.

The Prime Minister wanted to know the condition of the
cyclone, when it could attack, how much loss there could
be, what measurements were taken etc. The Prime
Minister of the country did not ask this through his
private secretary, not received any news from the
meteorological office, he did not even communicate with
the disaster relief control room but he himself called the
CPP at this late hour at night. It is indeed the reflection of
his belief for the volunteers of the CPP. | got the
opportunity to work with this organization,
Alhamdulillah.

I will finish after explaining one small incident, from
where many people will get to know some unknown facts
about Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. In 1974,
another cyclone was heading towards Bangladesh. At
midnight, along with the chairperson of the Red Cross,
Gazi Golam Mostafa, | went to the residence of
Bangabandhu at Dhanmondi 32, to inform him about the
present condition of the cyclone. | brought every records
and information with me as a professional disaster
manager. Still, | clearly remember that Bangabandhu was
sitting on a bed wearing a lungi and a full sleeve T-shirt in
aroom at second floor. He told us to be seated and asked,
“What is the condition of the cyclone? What about the
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people?” Gazi Golam Mostafa was seated in the left side
of the bed. | sat on the right side and started to explain
opening the cyclone tracking map: Here is Andaman
Nikobor, the downward wind started in this date, on that
date it transformed into a cyclone, by following this track
the cyclone is now heading towards Bangladesh etc. etc.

After some time | noticed that though Bangabandhu was
looking towards me, his eyes were stable, vision fixed. |
stopped talking after realizing that he was not listening to
me, rather he was thinking something else, was
wandering in another world. All of us were silent. Later, he
broke the silence and said, “Inshallah nothing bad will
happen”. | found that there was a tasbih (string of beads
used in prayer) in his hand. Such a great leader like
Bangabandhu, powerful prime minister of the country
did not rely on the administration, military or police
during the time of disaster. He was praying to the Highest
Esteemed Power the Almighty in order that no big loss
would occur due to the cyclone. For me, an unknown side
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has been
unveiled. May the Almighty grant him Jannah. Amen.
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...... Bangladesh is one of the countries which are affected by
natural disasters time and again. Therefore, Bangladesh has
special interest in tackling the situation arising from natural
disasters and building regular institutions capable of
facilitating the world communities to be more prompt. Of
course, such a system has already been introduced as the
beginning. This system is the establishment of the office of the
Coordinator of United Nations Disaster Relief. It is very
necessary to strongly build the organization so that it can play
its role effectively. All member states of the UN have special

responsibility in this regard.”

- The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 25 September
1974 in the 29th General Session of the
United Nations.
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The courage to stay awake:
Bangabandhu- A great hero
of freedom

Prof. Dr. Rafiqul Islam
National Professor
Writer, Researcher, Educationist, Cultural Personality
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The thousand year history of Bengalis is rich in hard-
ships, sacrifices, wisdom and struggles. The brilliant
ancestors have dedicated theirimmense courage, hero-
ism and talent for the progress and welfare of the coun-
try. Each of them had a dream that Bangladesh would
be a country of freedom, progress and developed for
next generations to come. This is a humble tribute to
the source of the eternal inspiration to stay awake...

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the pioneer
of the freedom struggle of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu
has played a historic role to liberate the Bengali nation
by uniting the people against the exploitative and auto-
cratic ruling class. He dreamed of an independent coun-
try to liberate the Bengali people from the shackles of
Pakistani colonial power. His life was very insignificant
to the struggle for liberation war and materialized the
dream of independence together with people. He is
recognized as an undisputed leader not only in Bangla-
desh but all over the world due to his fearless stance on
behalf of the exploited people. It was needless to men-
tion that he was Bangabandhu because he had the
minds of demands and aspirations of the common
people of Bengal. Bangabandhu devoted his life to the
cause of the people. He mastered the language of their
lives from the people. The spirit of independence of
Bengalis did not suddenly come to his mind. Bang-
abandhu's political philosophy and thinking are inextri-
cably linked with his entire life. It can be understood by
looking at his life. Every event in his life can be under-
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Celebration of February 21, 1971 by Awami League, Bangabandhu seen in this cultural event with the artists when the days were already volatile with the demand of freedom. In photo, Abdul
Jabbar, Apel Mahmud, Nasreen Ahmad, Shahnaz Rahmatullah, Farida Begum, Aminul Haque Basshah and Manna Haque among others
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Dhaka University is the inspiration of all movements in Bengal
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January 30, 1972-Bangabandhu and his political mates at the Dhaka Stadium (now Bangabandhu
Stadium) before the mammoth task of reconstructing a war-ravaged Bangladesh

three special occasions. In 1957, Hussain Shaheed
Suhrawardy became the Prime Minister of the Central
Government of Pakistan. In East Pakistan, Sheikh Mujib
was a state minister in the provincial government led by
Ataur Rahman Khan. The convocation ceremony of
Dhaka University was being held at Jagannath Hall. The
students of the university performed dances and songs
in a befitting manner. Seeing this, Mr. Suhrawardy was
surprised and commented “l didnot know the university
students can arrange such a grand Performance” He
called Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and asked if they had any
demands. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman pretended to talk
and informed the Prime Minister that they wanted to
show their cultural program by holding such events at
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Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivering a speech in the
parliament session of independent Bangladesh
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had any demands. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman pretended
to talk and informed the Prime Minister that they
wanted to show their cultural program by holding such
events at various universities and exhibition stages in
West Pakistan. Prime Minister Suhrawardy accepted
Bangabandhu's demand and later arranged to visit West
Pakistan to perform in various universities and cities
there. At the same time Bangabandhu also visited West
Pakistan. He met with the cultural team in Karachi and
had a private discussion with the cultural team. Bang-
abandhu was sitting on his bed like a normal person.

He told us, 'You have been brought here not only to show

your exhibition, but to look around and see how much they
have |mproved here. And how poor our East Bengal is st|II
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Father of the Nation, leader of the masses Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the
Dhaka stadum where the Freedom Fighters surrendered their arms
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The Student Teacher Center (TSC) of Dhaka University is the nucleus of our cultural development

But most of our income comes from the export of goods
produced in East Bengal. On the other hand, foreign aid is for
the whole country. After enriching their existing cities, they
are now planning to make Islamabad the new capital city. We
looked around and saw that government-initiated develop-
ment work was going on almost everywhere! The thing that
we used to look later in our old age, it started raising ques-
tions in our tender hearts by the words of Sheikh Mujib.

Everyone in the group was grateful to him for his sense
of nationalism and was waiting for everything with the
necessary inquisitive eyes.

In 1967, Pakistani President Ayub Khan filed a
conspiracy case in Agartala involving Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and a few others. The case officially alleged that
Sheikh Mujib and others secretly colluded with India to
inflict serious damage on the state of Pakistan. The West
intended to hang Sheikh Mujib with a sedition case. At
that time, Pakistan's diplomatic relations with India
became very fragile. The Pakistani government stopped
broadcasting Rabindranath Tagore's songs and poems
on Pakistani radio and television. The name 'Rabindra-
nath Tagore' could not be mentioned by any campaign.
Then some teachers, intellectuals and cultural activists
of Dhaka University protested against this decision of
the government of Pakistan. In this situation, a class of
hardline pro-Pakistan teachers and cultural activists
were persuaded by the government to welcome the
ban on Rabindra Sangeet. The days were passing
through very political tensions. In the meantime, as a



%WWWW@W%WWQW@»% STCETR 3 1B M6 ot MAgaT (Tefzeer e

Bengali artists took to the streets on March 17,1971, led by Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin and poet Sufia Kamal.
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result of the united movement of the students and
people of East Bengal, the government of Pakistan did
not dare to hang Sheikh Mujib. One of the slogans of the
united movement was - 'We will break the lock of the
jail, we will bring Sheikh Mujib' Thus, on 22 February
1969, the government of Pakistan was forced to release
Sheikh Mujib by dismissing all kinds of treason cases. On
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the eve of his release from jail and addressing a large
gathering at the historic Suhrawardy Udyan, the then
DUCSU VP Tofail Ahmed declared Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as 'Bangabandhu. When the flow of
Bangabandhu'’s freedom and the freedom movement of
Bengali nation rose, the members of the cultural alliance
who had made statements against the song’s of Rabin-
dranath arranged a reception for Bangabandhu. Bang-
abandhu agreed to attend the meeting. As a result, this
attitude of Bangabandhu made hurt the Rabindranath
fellows. That time, today's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was a student of our Bangla Department at Dhaka
University. | called and asked her to give me a chance to
meet Bangabandhu. She informed me in the afternoon.
One student leader will come and take you to Bang-
abandhu. It happened in time. As soon as | appeared
before Bangabandhu with file in hand, he welcomed me
and said, 'Mr. Professor, what is the reason for coming?'
It is noted that previously he addressed me 'tum-ee’ this
time, perhaps for teaching profession, he addressed me
‘up-nee’ or with an honored word ‘you’. Due to his
nationalist spirit and militant role, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman of Tungipara became a true friend of the
people of East Bengal.

| showed him the papers in my hand and told him that
the cultural alliance that had invited you, whom you
would also respond their call, welcomed decision of
Pakistan's not to play Rabindra Song’s on radio and TV.
Today, by noticing the flow favor of you and Rabindra
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group, they are pushing you in the front line excluding
the Rabindra fellows. So it can't happen. You can't go
there. Bangabandhu listened to me and bit his lips for a
while. Then he said to me, 'Mr.Professor, | will go to their
meeting and you will also remain with me. You will see,
what happens there!

Bangabandhu went to the meeting of the cultural team.
| also went and took a seat behind everyone. All the
artists and writers were singing and praising Bang-
abandhu, and in between they were always quoting
Rabindra Rachna or poems in their warm voices. Bang-
abandhu listened in silence for so long, neither with a
pale face nor with exuberance. This time he got up to
give a speech, said something. Then he took the file in
his hand and said to everyone, 'When the government
of Pakistan imposed a ban on Rabindra Sangeet, | had a
cutting of the news who made the statement in protest
and welcomed this heinous decision. There is a saying
that when the wind changes, people change. But the
nation will get benefit only if their purity comes in this
change. The organizers were all shocked to hear from
him. Bangabandhu again said, "I will tell everyone to
stand in a line and work. But | have a condition for you.
You listen to Rabindranath Tagore's song 'Amar Sonar
Bangla, | love you" None of the organizers knew this
song or poem since. Then the song was played to Bang-
abandhu by Ajay Roy and another person.

The third and last meeting was in 1972 after Bangladesh
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became independent. As the head of the newly inde-
pendent country plagued by problems, Bangabandhu
had to deal with many unwanted problems at every
moment. At the same time, the students of Dhaka
University demanded from the authorities that they
were engaged in agitation and war throughout the year.
Their homes and families have been destroyed. In this
case, they cannot appear exam. That time, they will have
to pass or promote without examination. A meeting of
the Academic Council of the University was going on
and the students did not accept this demand. The
students were outraged by this. The doors of the meet-
ing room were locked from the outside and the collaps-
ible gate of the building was also closed. All the senior
teachers including the vice chancellor were trapped
there. None of those from inside were appearing in front
of the agitated students. | ran to Ganobhaban with a
colleague. It was not difficult for me to appear before
Bangabandhu, though he was always surrounded by
people. Seeing my sadness, Bangabandhu said, 'What
happened, Professor?' After telling him all the facts,
Bangabandhu ensured me for a solution. Hearing all
from me, Bangabandhu took two of us and a total of six
people including Mr. Tajuddin in his car and rushed to
the university. He immediately broke down the collaps-
ible gate and went inside the building and pushed him-
self to open the door of the room. Bangabandhu
ensured the security of the respected teachers and said,
'Forgive me; | am the one who apologizes to you for this

9
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mishap of the students. You go back to your respective
positions. | am taking steps to solve this problem!
Saying this, he hurriedly went back. After this incident, |
could not meet Bangabandhu-a great leader and father

of the nation, who was full of nationalist spirit.
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Surely the dawn shall come
shall fade away the darkness

Professor AAMS Arefin Siddique
Former Vice Chancellor, Dhaka University
Chairman of the Board of Directors,
Bangladesh News Agency (BSS)
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The books written by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman are our source of inspiration.
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Whenever we read the memoir of 288 pages,
Oshomapto Attojiboni (The Unfinished Memoirs) by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, every line of it
inspires us, encourages us, enlightens us. Bangabandhu
has written with his great skill about the adversity of
Pakistan towards Bengali in the colonial period, the
impolicy and conspiracy to keep Bengali nation
submissive, it is impossible to hold the tears whenever



IR TR AT W T AGTS ¢ Yufoe | SR
T AU A6 FEF IAHNLY IFER ddo ITW
i oo IReR “Iefe T@ T dore TR/AIR AR
@0 T SR qARe dfewew | e
SR @@ 517 IRT do SR d5a Al T
Feyerd +td T faice w@l f[@fer R SRS
SRR AR @, ST =S (AT TR A0
Yl ¥ FACR |

IIAFA TG A o2 AN T ST
ARTOTTH ¢ SIFS & FSH FACI 01 W [
3 | a3 wod i FrEdiore e Sy ReTa
[RSIRERIICEICHEESE T ACERICASIS IR OIS ASIERCH
AT T GF6 AHTAIY &F (F IR O AHPLTA!
FE AR | G2 AP FREAE G4 76 FRCEE M€
SRR RGO 78 T 78 | 7 A6 R0, @ &0
FRED AGAfem 2 @O eIl TO oS e
THABSIR AR ©f SR (@1 T2 AR 71 | N[ ©f 7RIS
T, IR TAL AT 2B MAlerts @3 aqrgw T |

S5O T AT FACAF ASHSCS (@AW (ATF S5 (O
SIS FACAF AR TAME 26T 7S Hq IRE GF
faffey 3 @ Atz SR | CNeAENE ool @I
TR *A TGN S AT Ao QIS T l-FH (AF
i @ TNTAE 2T T AT O (! G @ AT
Y ARd fof 4 wifon Jfemreaiey Toguits 3 e
e wifed IRMRIMS (@ AR Tifed s9a R
TR PTG S 2 | (@I @t (@1 @fFEE FEce
O @2 THEN TY 1 D O AT @32 o S

we read it. On the other side, readers get revived and
determined for the miraculous and clear description of
Bangabandhu. The lines of the poem “Down shall be
there Darkness shall recede”, composed 110 years ago,
by our national anthem composer, Rabindranath
Tagore, the master of poet, is an appropriate reflection
of Bangabandhu's philosophy of life. After achieving
victory in the liberation war, at the time of coming back
to Bangladesh on 10 January 1972, he said to the
journalists that Bangladesh its started journey towards
the way of light.

| believe that the memoir book, Osomapto Attojiboni
(The Unfinished Memoirs) by Bangabandhu will convert
our new generation into mature-mindset and
enlightened. | am claiming to keep in consideration that
this book needs to get included in every level of studies.
| am suggesting this book as a must-read for young
generation because there are some special reasons.
Among all reasons, we can classify those into two major
reasons. Firstly, no other book has such realistic and
clear history about how Bangabandhu has become
great politician. In fact it is not even possible as the daily
diary in Bangabandhu’s own handwriting, is the main
source of this book.

An uninterrupted story of 17 years from the joining in
Muslim League in 1939 to becoming the general
secretary of Awami Leaguein 1955, is stated here. As the
time cycle, a small subdivision like Gopalganj, from an
active worker-leader of Chatra League and Muslim
League, gradually, he has become a national leader. For
which specialty, which quality, what is the reason for his
meteoric rising, we get all the explanations and portraits
in these past 17 years’ history. This self-explanation of
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Bangabandhu is a golden repository of our history.

To summarize the second reason, this book is not only
important as the history of his personal life or the
political life of the individual but also has become a
significant document of the political history of the
whole of Bengal during those 17 years. This period from
1940 to 1947 is an important period not only in the
political history of Bengal but also of the whole of India.
After the movement for the implementation of the
demand for a separate state for a backward and
neglected people of India at the Lahore session of the
Muslim League in 1940 and for the implementation of
that demand for six years, in 1946 it turned into another
bombardment. Since Bangabandhu was at the center
of this whole political event, we find here in his
autobiography a realistic explanation of the politics of
this period. If we proceed with a comprehensive
analysis of these two main reasons, we will be able to
understand deeply the significance of this book.

The first aspect of Bangabandhu's life that attracts us is
to dedicate oneself to the service of the poor. In school
life, he gradually became active in politics and became
fully involved in the struggle for the liberation of
oppressed people. In this context, the patriotism that
germinates in his mind becomes an integral part of his
entire philosophy of life, including all his dreams and
aspirations. In this case, two statements of
Bangabandhu are memorable. One of these he did after
the formation of the Awami League in June 1949; when
his father found out that he was no longer interested in
studying law when he went home after his release, his
father offered him the option of going to England and
completing bar at law. “Bangandhu's realization at that
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time: | was very stubborn against the Muslim League
leaders. The dream of Pakistan that | dreamed of, now |
see it has been reversed. It needs a change. People
knew us and asked us questions. The country has
become independent, but why will not the suffering of
the people be removed?” (p. 125-26). It is about
alleviating the suffering of the people, that is, the
countrymen, thinking about it, he ignores the issue of
personal happiness and self-sufficiency. His reflection
in the second statement. When he went home for a few
days, he felt love for the world in the company of his son
and daughter, so the reason for severing it was: “It was
like a little love for the children. | don't want to leave
them, but | have to go. | have joined the service of the
country, what is the benefit of kindness? If one loves his
country and the people, he must give up, and that
sacrifice can be the ultimate sacrifice.” (p. 164).

In the beginning, another characteristic of
Bangabandhu became clear, that is, to stand up for
justice at any cost, no matter what the obstacles. Not
retreating in a fair fight even in the face of a strong
opponent - that was his only feature. He was always
fearless, fearless in speaking the truth. Neither the
leader of the party nor the president of the country or a
person of great power - in front of him, he has never
been afraid to speak fairly. Prison - Torture he never
cared about anything, not even death. As a result, he
was uncompromising in the question of the welfare of
the people. He left his home, came to Calcutta to
protest Suhrawardy's contemptuous remarks, risked his
life to save people of both Muslim and Hindu
communities in the riots of 1946, took a firm stand
against riots in both Kolkata and later Dhaka and played
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Bangabandhu kept in touch with his comrades even from jail through letter writing regularly.

a role in the Bengali-non-Bengali riots in Adamjee. He
has respected Sher-e-bangla- Suhrawardy - Bhasani all
three and once again criticized them directly when they
made a mistake or went against the interests of the
people, he did not hesitate to protest their injustice on
the faces of Pakistan's Union Prime Minister Khaja
Nazimuddin and Muhammad Ali. All these are an
integral part of his fearless, truthful and humane
lifestyle. We can get acquainted with these imitable
scenes of his character from the events narrated in this
book.

All the important political events of this country have
progressed with his life. He became active in politics in
1939, and the following year passed the historic Lahore
Session. From 1947 onwards, he lived in an important
city, Calcutta and he was a close disciple of the leaders
like Suhrawardy and was an active witness in the history
of the country. He has seen the Second World War, the
Manantar (great famine) of the forty-three, the riots of
the forty-six and the historical changes of the
forty-seven. Some of Bangabandhu's statements are
noteworthy here.

1. 1941; Then | started politics seriously. Meetings,
lectures. No eye on the game. Only Muslim League
and Chatra League. Pakistan must be brought,
otherwise, there is no way for Muslims to survive.
What the newspaper "Azad" writes seems to be true.
(p.15)

2. 1943: “From this time onwards, two factions within
the Muslim League clashed. A progressive party, and
a reactionary one. Under the leadership of Mr.
Shaheed Suhrawardy, we, the middle-class people of
Bengal, want to turn the Muslim League into a
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people's league, an institution of the people.” (p.17)

The fact that on one hand the aristocracy of the
zamindars, jotdars and Khan Bahadur Nawab, on the
other hand, the middle class - the non-elite group of the
poor - all of them were united under the banner of the
Muslim League. This division became clear on the
question of partition of Bengal in 1947 and when it took
two prominent forms in the post-1947 period, the latter
rejected the upper class and took initiative to transform
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There might have differences of opinion and path in politics, but Bangabandhu did not show disrespect towards different views and paths. Maulana Bhashani and Bangabandhu in a cordial moment
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the party into a real party of the people and formed the
People's (Awami) Party.

Bangabandhu was aware of this class struggle of the
party since 1943. The identity of this awareness is
present in the book. Another thing to remember here is
that reading this book destroys many conventional
'true’ ideas about the political events of that time. For

Bangabandhu faced many injust persecutions like the Agartala conspiracy case, but after defeating injustice, he always exposed in the winner's smile.
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"Unfinished Memoirs", written by Bangabandhu, is a must read in the life of all of us.

example, the idea of the riots of 46. The Muslim League
is mainly blamed for this. But the account we get from
Bangabandhu as an eyewitness reveals a different truth.
Bangabandhu's Commentary: “Leaders of the Congress
and the Hindu Mahasabha began to make statements
that this ‘day of direct struggle' had been declared
against them. Some of the leaders of the ‘Forward
Block’ came to the office of the Muslim League after
hearing our speeches and statements and urged us to
observe this day as a complete Hindu-Muslim unity. We
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agreed. But they could not stand the propaganda of the
“Hindu Mahasabha and the Congress” (p.63). The
account of ‘46 dated 16-18 August is in this book. But
the account which has been established later does not
support it. Keeping other details omitted, | think it is
enough to quote only a sentence of Bangabandhu in
this context. For example: “Muslims were not at all
prepared for the riots, this | can certainly say” (p. 65).

In the political events after '47, it is also found that from
Bangabandhu's commentary, we get proper tactics.
Sher-e-Bangla, Suhrawardy or Bhashani, positive in the
relationship - an overall assessment of negative
matches, as an appraisal about Bhasani: “On this day |
realized that there was a lack of liberalism of Maulana
Bhashani, still 1 used to respect him with devotion
Because he is ready to sacrifice for the people. Sacrifice
is needed in order to do any great work. If you do not
perform any sacrifice in life, you will not be able to do
any good work in life” (p. 128). He was able to judge
politicians as reasonable to judge the politics properly.
That is why, in '47, the most popular leader of the
Pakistani state, Jinnah came to Dhaka in March and
declared Urdu as the only state language of Pakistan,
and started to face a moment of instant protests. From
the next incident, he realized that the ruler power and
the ruling party is deriving from the way. So it is
impossible to stay in contact with them. His two
realizations are about:

1. The evaluation after the defeat of the Muslim League
candidate in Tangail by-election: What was the cause
of the defeat of the Muslim League candidate that the
people supported in 19477 The causes were quotari,
mischief, oppression, and lack of proper economic
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plans. That structured British rule continued. As the
country got independence, the people hoped for
something new, when the English left, they would
have got improvements and would not be oppressed.
Today they are watching the opposite of it.
Frustration was seen among the people. Meanwhile,
our ruling party have no focus on us. '(Pg. 119)

2. During the constitution of Awami Muslim League in
1949, the thought in prison: (a) 'l informed the news,
there is no reason to run after Muslim League, this
institution has now become a demonstrating
government institution. We should not join Muslim
League if, even they call. Because they have done
quotari. It cannot be called a people's organization
'(pg. 120). Basically, on the context of this statement,
the Awami Muslim League was formed, he was
elected as Joint secretary from jail. His thoughts: (B) 'l
thought that there was no need for communal
political institutions. There will be a non-communal
political institution, which will have a proper
manifesto. | also thought, the time has not come yet,
so those who are out of the jail, have done it by
thinking a lot'(p. 121).

After the formation of the Awami Muslim League
getting freed from prison, secret consultation with
Suhrawardy by going to Lahore, going to jail repeatedly
for making the opposite politics active and organizing
the language movement of '52, starvation in prison,
formation of Juktofront in '54, victory in Juktofront
Election, getting ministry and losing, all these restless
activities helped him to come forward the politics of
public welfare. The actual history of giving birth to the
prisoners repeatedly. In '47 - The history of the real
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nature of the democratic nationalist politics of this new
non-communal consciousness of 8 years is well-written
in this book of Bangabandhu. The core spell of
independence of Bangladesh is remaining secret in this
politics. For these reasons, | think of the ‘Osomapto
Attojiboni’ (The Unfinished Memoirs) of Bangabandhu
as an essential book for the young people of this time.

After the partition of India, on March 11, 1948, young
student leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was prisoned in
Pakistan and later he was in prison for half of the
colonial period of 24 years. The background and
subsequent movement of the arrest of Bangabandhu
(March 11, 1948) and his release from prison, is clearly
stated in the 92-100 page of the book. In the language
of everlasting Bangabandhu | said that if a leader tells to
do any wrong, people have the right to protest and
explain the right thing to him for example, the Prophet
Omar (R:) was asked by the common citizens why he
had worn a big shirt. Bengali language is the mother
tongue of 56% people, the government should agree
with the demand of majority. We will continue to
struggle for the state language Bangla. Whatever they
do, we are constant with our decision.

In the preface to Bangabandhu's book Osomapto
Attojiboni (The Unfinished Memoirs) which was written
in the Central Jail in Dhaka, Bangabandhu's daughter
Sheikh Hasina writes being prisoned in the sub-jail
situated at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in Dhaka on August 7,
2006,'While | was turning the pages and touching the
handwritings, | was feeling that father is telling me,
“Nothing to be scared, my mother, I'm with you, you just
go ahead, keep courage inside yourself”. At that time, |



Bangabandhu was imprisoned in the Miyanwali prison of West Pakistan for a period during the War of Liberation

AN IS SIS (:) MR VoAfGpal &% TR,  felt that some blessings of Allah came to me. As if | got
o I8 &~ I | A Ol *readl ®iggew  light even in these bad times.”
T AP, AfFTB ITOIf@gs A, FANGFWI A The three books written by Bangabandhu, Osomapto
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Attojiboni (The Unfinished Memoirs), Karagarer
Rojnamocha and Amar Dekha Noya Chin and
Bangabandhu's innumerable speeches, discourses,
statements, sayings, and instructions are constantly
leading us towards the path of lightWhen we sing
‘Light, O my light, light around the world' to entertain
the new generation in the utterance of the poet
Rabindranath, we deeply realize that our Bangabandhu
is constantly radiant in the dawn.

Our deep respect and unconditional love for the
memory of Bangabandhu on the birth centenary of the
Father of the Nation.
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Slogan against the killing of
Bangabandhu

Mujib though in another world
Muijib is in every house of Bengal

Kamal Chowdhury

Poet

Chief Coordinator

Celebrating the birth centenary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
National Implementation Committee
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| got admitted into Dhaka University in 1976 after
passing H.S.C. from Dhaka College. That time the people
of Bangladesh was very much scared.The Father of the
Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
brutally murdered on 15th August, 1975 along with his
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The freedom-loving people of Bengal brought independence under the leadership of
Bangabandhu. Even he was killed with the family in the hand of the killer circle
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family.The glory and the achievements of the liberation
war was defamed.Under the patronage of military ruler
and the killer, the defeated power of 1971, settled down
on the neck of the nation. A breathtaking situation was
there.Nobody dares to talk even. Such a terrible time
was there,when | got admitted into Dhaka University.An
intense anger was accumulated in the heart against the
ruthless killing of Bangabandhu. | couldn't accept this
murder in any way. The fire of intense revenge was
burning inside the chest, the mind became defendant.
But the time was unfavourable, The killers were active.
Even among the students, they formed a beater
battalion to stop the voice of the defendant.

There were some tea stalls beside the central library of
the Dhaka university.Among those, the stall of Sharif
Mia was popular.Because it became the meeting place
for the poets of sixties. Beside that, there was a shop of
Gafur Mia.We, the young poets and writers started to
meet and chat in the shop of Gafur Mia.l was the student
of Social Science but stayed in the Fazlul Haq hall. | use
to join the chat in the Kala Bhaban every morning.
Whole day tea and cigeratte, sharing a cup of tea, the
time was going on like this. Other than contemporary
poets and writers, some senior writers also used to join
us often. After entering into the university | introduced
myself with some leaders and stuffs of Chaatra League.
Everyone of them were directing the activities secretly.
One of them was a student of Bangla department and a
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Bangabandhu was the inspiration of poets and artists. His pathetic departure has made the artist's brush and the poet's pen cry

W Fre Tl 3@RE M@ | @IreEs (W e freedom fighter, Mohammad Hayder Ali, from the
AR T 92 To7FI- | (A (O ©ig dferted =es  upozila Bhanga of Faridpur. Brother Hayder was senior
TR, afsamt z@ Tofe = | g T &'W, OISl to me by one year. He stayed in the Hazi Mohammad
ffmrieTcs qrewdl oo | Rl@ME WCHre [l (AR Mohsin hall. Once he was the elected General Secretary
R tefa TR Afeamt +9 wa 0 e | of Faridpur Razendra College. He used to wear pazama
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The pen of the poet-writers is stronger than the bullets of the killers. Bangabandhu will be immortal in the songs, poems and paintings.
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panjabi all the times. He was truly a sacrificing and a
courageous leader. Brother Hayder was elected as a
chairman of the Upozila Bhanga for the next time. Now
he is departed. Poet Zafar wazed was one of my dear
friends. We were classmates in the Dhaka College. Zafar
got admitted into Dhaka University in the department
of Bangla.ln 1978, he was elected as a member in the
panel of Chaatra League of the election of DUCSU. In the
next year, he was elected as a literary editor of DUCSU.
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It was an incident at the end of 1977. 1 don't remember
the date today. Zafar wazed and | were chatting in the
stall of Gafur Mia.We were discussing about what can be
done to protest the assassination of Bangabandhu. That
time, a thought came to my mind - how about writing a
slogan! | wrote with this in mind - "Mujib is in another
world but/Mujib is in every house of Bangla"- this
slogan. Zafar likes the slogan.We decided to tell the
slogan to brother Hayder. Because brother Hayder was
the master of wall writing. On that day, | handed over
the slogan to brother Hayder and asked to write the
slogan on the walls of Dhaka University with nice hand
writing. On the very next day, the first defendant slogan
to protest the assassination of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, was emerged through the bright
handwriting of brother Hayder on the walls of Dhaka
University -

Muijib is in another world
Muijib is in every house of Bangla.

The slogan gained huge popularity later. The
compilation of Chaatra League named in the year of
1979, Mujib is in another world / Mujib is in every house
of Bangla. At that time the President of Bangladesh
Chaatra League was Mr. Obaydul Kader, General
Secretary was Bahlul Majnun Chunnu.The slogan
became later like this, One Mujib is in another world,
Muijib in every house. In this way also the slogan gained
publicity. Today when | recall about my brave works at
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that dire time, | get overwhelmed with emotion. The
passion of poetry made me brave immensely. Against
the assassination, against the death, against the
reactivist, it gave me the courage to speak. In the year
1977, when Bangladesh was in the grip of the killer, the
way of becoming courageous to show respect and
admiration to the Bangabandhu, even today, is a pride
of mine.
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Bangabandhu's Brutal Murder
and Indemnity Ordinance:

A History of Ineffaceable
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15 August is the darkest and cruelest chapter in the history
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August 15. A day when the sky, wind and nature of
Bengal were tearful. On this day, a chapter of mourning
was written in the history of the Bengali nation. On this
day in 1975, the August and Sravan (name of the rainy
season in Bangla) merged to unite the fresh blood on
the chest of the founder and the father of the nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and to unite the
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Even the youngest Shiekh Russel didn't get any mercy from the killers
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flood of harrowing tears of the sky. At the dawn of 15th
August when at his residence Dhanmondi 32, with his

family Bangabandhu was shot dead by the assassins, it
was like tears of nature when the assassins rained down
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bullets and gnawed him. Melancholic wind cried all over
the Bengal. Frightened by the weapons of the assassins,
the terrified Bangladesh was overwhelmed with grief
and unexpectedness.

In the post-independence period, the evil forces
defeated in the liberation war have continued one
conspiracy after another. They conspired many times to
avenge the defeat. On August 15, 1975, some
misguided members of the army were used by
anti-independence conspirators to carry out their
conspiracy. At the dawn, the conspirators brutally killed
Bangabandhu and all his family members (Luckily, two
daughters Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana survived as
they were in abroad). Bangabandhu's youngest child,
Sheikh Russell, who was seven or eight years old, was
not released from the hands of the killers. Subsequent
history is more painful. The brutal assassination of
Bangabandhu is a tragedy for the nation, but instead of
ensuring the punishment of the killers in this horrific
murder, there has been an attempt to hide them for a
long time. They have even been rewarded in many ways.
On June 8, 1976, 12 of the killers were employed by
various embassies, including China, Pakistan, and Saudi
Arabia by Khandaker Moshtaque gong. This is the
Moshtaque whom Bangabandhu made Minister of
Commerce with great faith thinking he was his close
friend.

After the assassination of the father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his family
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1. Short title. This Ordinance may be called the
Indemnity Ordinance, 1975.

2. Restrictions on the taking of any legal to other
proceedings against persons in respect of

certain acts and thing ...

(@) Notwithstanding anything contained in any
law, including a law relating to any defense
service, for the time being in force, no suit,
prosecution or other proceedings, legal or
disciplinary, shall lie, or be taken, in before or by
any Court, including the Supreme Court and
court Martial, or other authority against any
person including a person who is or has, at any
time, been subject to any law relating to any
defense service, for on account of or in respect of
any act, matter or thing done or step taken by
such person in connection with, or in
preparation or execution or any plan for, or as

necessary step towards, the change of

on August 15, 1975, Moshtaque declared himself
President. The self-proclaimed President Moshtaque
issued the Indemnity Ordinance on September 26 of the
same year, only 42 days later the assassination of
Bangabandhu, to save these murderers. The day was
Friday. The ordinance, ‘The Bangladesh Gazette,
‘Published by Authority, was signed by Khandaker
Moshtaque and then by M.H. Rahman,Secretary of the
Ministry of Justice and Parliamentary Affairs.

The ordinance published in English was as follows:

1. Short title. This Ordinance may be called the
Indemnity Ordinance, 1975.

2. Restrictions on the taking of any legal to other
proceedings against persons in respect of
certain acts and thing ...

(@) Notwithstanding anything contained in any
law, including a law relating to any defense
service, for the time being in force, no suit,
prosecution or other proceedings, legal or
disciplinary, shall lie, or be taken, in before or by
any Court, including the Supreme Court and
court Martial, or other authority against any
person including a person who is or has, at any
time, been subject to any law relating to any
defense service, for on account of or in respect of
any act, matter or thing done or step taken by
such person in connection with, or in
preparation or execution or any plan for, or as
necessary step towards, the change of
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Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and the proclamation of Martial Law
on the morning of the 15" August, 1975.

(b) For the purposes, of this section, a certificate
by the president, or a person authorized by him
in this behalf that any act, matter or thing was
done or step taken by any person mentioned in
the certificate in connection. With, of in
preparation or execution of any plan for, or
necessary step towards, the change of
Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and the proclamation of Martial Law
on morning of the 15" August, 1975, shall be
sufficient evidence of such act, matter or thing
having been done or step having been taken in
connection with or in preparation or execution
of any plan for, or as necessary step towards, the
change of such Government and the

proclamation of Martial Law on that morning.

Dhaka KHANDAKER MOSHTAQUE AHMED
President

The 26" September 1975 M.H. Rahman
Secretary
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Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and the proclamation of Martial Law
on the morning of the 15™ August, 1975.

(b) For the purposes, of this section, a certificate
by the president, or a person authorized by him
on this behalf that any act, matter or thing was
done or step taken by any person mentioned in
the certificate in connection. With, of in
preparation or execution of any plan for, or
necessary step towards, the change of
Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and the proclamation of Martial Law
on morning of the 15" August, 1975, shall be
sufficient evidence of such act, matter or thing
having been done or step having been taken in
connection with or in preparation or execution
of any plan for, or as necessary step towards, the
change of such Government and the
proclamation of Martial Law on that morning.

KHANDAKER MOSHTAQUE AHMED

Dhaka

President

The 26" September 1975

M.H. Rahman

Secretary

This was stated in the Indemnity Ordinance, “All decrees
enacted between 15 August 1975 and 9 April 1979

(including both days), the Martial Law Regulations,
Martial Law Orders and other laws, and any similar
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The most disasterest news for Bengal was Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's tragic demise
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decrees within that period, the Martial Law Regulations
or derived from any other law or considered to be
derived from power or in the exercise of a similar power
or any order made by a court tribunal or authority in
similar consideration or an order made by any person or
authority within that period to enforce or comply with
an ordinance given,the actions taken, the measures
taken or the actions taken, or the orders, actions, actions
or acts considered to be made, done or taken are hereby
permitted and endorsed and all such orders, actions,
arrangements or acts are declared to have been legally
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formulated, passed or adopted and no complaint may
be made to any court, tribunal or authority in that
regard for any reason.

Through this ordinance, the killers of Bangabandhu
were acquitted of all kinds of murders. That is,
conspirators/murderers cannot be tried in court. The
order has two parts. The first part states, in the morning
of 15th August 1975, no matter what happens against
the law, no case can be filed in any court, including the
Supreme Court, no legal action can be taken. In the
second part, it is said that those whom the President will
certify as being involved in the incident are acquitted. In
other words, no case can be filed against them, no
complaint can be filed, or any legal process can be taken
against them. However, it is still unknown that as
president whether Moshtaque gave a ‘Certificate of
Acquittal’ to any of the killers.

The ordinance was published in the Gazette but not in
the media. There were fears that if people found out,
there could be a deadly reaction. Before the matter
became well known, the killers were quickly deported
and protected. It is noteworthy that no one expected
Moshtaque to bring the killers to justice, just as no one
expected him to pardon them officially. During his
83-day reign, along with the brutal assassination of four
national leaders inside the prison, Moshtaque carried
out one of the most heinous acts: Farooq and Rashid
were promoted from Major to Lieutenant Colonel
shortly after the assassination and in a radio address on
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October 3, 1975, Farooq and Rashid was called the "Son
of the Sun" of the armed forces. By doing all this he
himself was cursed by the people of Bengal and was
finally thrown into the abyss of history. History has not
forgiven any of the high-ranking officials of the
administration who helped him in his work and
betrayed the people of Bengal.

Itis now clear that Ziaur Rahman, who took over as army
chief a few days after the incident, was the mastermind
of Bangabandhu's assassination and also his
implications were behind the issuance of the Indemnity
Ordinance. After seizing power through many military
coups and countercoups on February 21, 1977, military
ruler Ziaur Rahman was elected President on 18
February 1979, winning two-thirds of the seats in the
mock second parliamentary election under martial law
and he established a political party called BNP in the
cantonment as per the opportunity. Under his
leadership, the BNP government gave legal legitimacy
to all ordinances and declarations under martial law for
four years, including the Indemnity Ordinance from 15
August (The day Bangabandhu and his family were
killed), 1975 to 9 April 1979, through the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution. As a result of the Fifth
Amendment, the 'Indemnity Ordinance' became an
integral part of the Constitution of Bangladesh. They
used their tactics properly. Even taking advantage of the
BNP's majority in parliament, he has added to the
constitution of Bangladesh all the words by which he
has tried to give much importance to the 'Army Factor'

i

R



S0

oty Reaf FEHIF dvae TETE s¢ AT (AR
TS TOIR M9) (AF dpap AR 5 «afee ~g
BTN SGITA*TR B1F =R ARSI 7]
ST @2 (RIS AR A% AT T4
BN LS (AT | AT AN T WAL Spioat’
ST *PToras SRRy S '@ TR | SIrd
IO SRl 0T TCOR FE AN | GIAE HIAW
fRasfora Aeniafde Y T afac fof qiEmmem
*HTerd N A *=Afel Q@9 IRy [eaees 19 g
38 IR NS TN HAMS N A DT
U@ ‘CTRIRN %3 Wwe @ oG MR SAGE!
FCACRA | *PToES m ‘historic struggle for national
liberation’ LR ARRCS  ‘historic war for national
independence’ (% T TRE(R | JeY@ G AL
G, @&, CHEE, Tgfes S, Aeates
v, sffert, 3R, PR, S SIEe | e
(struggle) *[o ARRCS ©Y @ (war) *[HHo7 TS
AfegAima EAfRiEel 8 Il-wyerR [Fra 2 Il
A AR TR FE R qiga wenE
SR LA To F FR2 T8 | GwolelF Wi weea
FNeGW'-9 (GOIE gR-SiftRe] @ o7 (AF (B
(TR G2 BB T2 @A AR T 7112 @17
IR 3R ATS! SErws Dl gell TS AT |

bTetad eI WS wifed forel g (1Y Jfege

by neglecting the people's struggle for 24 consecutive
years. 'Historic war for national independence’ has been
added to the role of constitution instead of the word
‘Historic struggle for national liberation’. Everyone in the
country was involved in the liberation war- students,
teachers, farmers, workers, people, our people,
intellectuals, professionals, cultural activists, political
parties, police, EPR, army members and many more. The
use of the word "war" instead of the word "struggle" is
nothing more than an attempt to ignore the
two-decade-long public struggle against Pakistani
colonialism and deprivation. All those associated with
the great liberation war have condemned this
mischievous attempt to erase the consciousness of the
people's long-standing 'struggle' from history and the
next generation will continue to hate it forever.

Khandaker Moshtaque formed a showing-off public
inquiry committee to investigate the brutal murder of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family members on August 15, 1975,
and four national leaders (Tajuddin Ahmed, Syed Nazrul
Islam, Mansur Ali and AHM Kamruzzaman who were
important leaders of the Mujibnagar government) close
to Bangabandhu at the Dhaka Central Jail on November
3. Ziaur Rahman later came to power and suspended
the investigation into the most brutal murder in the
country's history and provided diplomatic assistance as
well as helping the killers flee the country, which is also
stated in the report of the commission of inquiry formed
in London. The Commission of Inquiry was formally
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constituted on September 18, 1980, to investigate all
the factors that have obstructed the law and justice
process against those who are responsible for these
killings. However, due to non-cooperation of the
Bangladesh government at that time and non-issuance
of visa to one of the members of the commission, the
initiative was not successful. Ziaur Rahman was the
head of the government of Bangladesh at that time.

Professor ~ Abu  Sayyid's book 'Bangabandhu
Assassination - Facts and Documents' describes the
formation of this commission. It is said that at the
request of Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana, daughter
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Mohammad
Selim, son of Mansur Ali and Syed Ashraful Islam, son of
Shaheed Nazrul Islam, initiatives were taken to form this
commission under the leadership of Sir Thomas
Williams, Q. C. MP. This appeal was widely supported in
meetings held in Bangladesh and abroad. Its first
meeting was held on 18 September 1980 in a
committee room of the House of Commons, chaired by
Sir Thomas Williams. Jeffrey Thomas and solicitor Abro
Rose were present at the meeting.

It also called for the identification of officers involved in
a list of military personnel who negotiated to flee
Bangladesh to Bangkok on November 3, 1975. Among
the fugitives were Lieutenant Colonel Farooq,
Lieutenant Colonel Abdur Rashid and Major Shariful
Haque (Dalim). Apparently, the leaders of the coup were
identified as Lieutenant Colonel Farooq, Lieutenant
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Bangladesh and abroad. Its first meeting was held on 18
September 1980 in a committee room of the House of
Commons, chaired by Sir Thomas Williams. Jeffrey
Thomas and solicitor Abro Rose were present at the
meeting.

It also called for the identification of officers involved in
a list of military personnel who negotiated to flee from
Bangladesh to Bangkok on November 3, 1975. Among
the fugitives were Lieutenant Colonel Farooq,
Lieutenant Colonel Abdur Rashid and Major Shariful
Haque (Dalim). Apparently, the leaders of the coup were
identified as Lieutenant Colonel Farooq, Lieutenant
Colonel Rashid and Major Shariful Haque Dalim.
Concerning a previous interview of Colonel Farooq on
the London Sunday Times on August 30, 1976, where he
admitted responsibility for the murder of Bangabandhu
and his family members and four prison leaders,
Amnesty International Mission visited Bangladesh in
April 1977, led by Son McBride, a member of the
Commission of Inquiryand discussed prison killings
during discussions with other authorities, including the
President. They were then told that the law would be
allowed to run at its own pace.

But later it was seen that the people involved in the
killings who fled from Bangladesh to Bangkok on or
around November 3, 1975, have been given diplomatic
responsibilities. In view of these facts and realities, the
Commission decided that a member of the Commission
must visit Dhaka for an on-the-spot inquiry into the
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member of the Commission, would go to Dhaka on
Al J® | Prals =1, s j ety ! January 13,1981, with an assistant to conduct an

208



GFCH ARFINZ ARG SNG SGDICT S Sobd
T SO G BIFT AMIA | ST @ FCFT GBI/ AN
o7 =IO &) SV JIRHCEE AT 8 ARTPIG ATIE!
@ISR ML FRAE (P FE | N QI
AF (ACF TN O &AW B BCA I 2 | NP A#
SADIFG o @ TR FeNZ AT IFAHT S
(MY (@, ORI (S ANER T T &y o1 ee Fife
T | fooT 9 A ST @ Praics TN W @, W13 8
foiza afe 7 sifscs vace @ =i W3 afenfice
T4l B A T O SIS TRANA ATFAE
TR W | O A OF FHS WK TR I
T O & AN Wre (@56 47 IR A9 | @ 8
(TR 130 W AR AT | 997 €@ ©F ARRIEE
Afe @ M IR TP SERPIR @Fpe He e
A 1 O | Sdbd A 39 (W IFRFFT (12 QI
Al TR SIS &0l SCAIfers AT S (e | fRIfe
AL ORI 11 QP TR P
fifey zope-a o 51 | ol IR EwelteE SR,
AR FIR | TONT FIAOHA FEGFE {6 FAI 1 |
S SR O™ DI W1 | SHFE SR A eyl
TG &fSPR TG T IR T (TOR TR
eferiy azel S9! !

on-the-spot investigation. To this end, they applied for a
visa to go to Dhaka through the Secretary of the
Commission of Inquiry and Solicitor Abro Rose. The
Bangladesh High Commission said the visa would be
issued on time. After a long tug of war, the Bangladesh
High Commission in London announced that it was not
willing to issue a visa for Jeffrey Thomas's visit. Due to
the non-issuance of visa, the Commission concluded
that the law and justice process was not allowed to
proceed at its own pace and the then government of
Ziaur Rahman was blamed for obstructing the process.
Due to one conspiracy after another and
non-cooperation, the commission repeatedly stumbled
to carry out its work. A storm of criticism arose at home
and abroad. They could not crack the genuine love of
the people of this country towards Bangabandhu and
his family. On 17 May 1981, Bangabandhu's daughter
Sheikh Hasina returned to the country and took partin a
rally organized by the Awami League. Speaking at the
grand reception, Sheikh Hasina slammed the Indemnity,
saying, "including the Bangabandhu assassination, |
want justice for various murders afterwards. | want
justice from the people, from you. The present
government will not judge. | will not demand justice
from them. We will avenge the assassination of
Bangabandhu and other leaders by implementing the
program of Bangabandhu's Second Revolution and
establishing a society free from exploitation”.

Before the Awami League came to power in 1996, no
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government took the initiative to repeal the Indemnity
Ordinance. Not even an indication to take initiative.
Also, it was not expected from them. Everybody knows,
Both the Zia-controlled BNP and another military ruler,
Ershad's Jatiya Party, were born in the same
cantonment, for the same purpose- staying in power by
fooling the people of the country and uttering the
words of democracy, to take the country back to
Pakistani ideology, spreading sectarianism, creating
divisions among the citizens and keeping it alive,
occupying the political stage by becoming a public
leader covered in civilian clothes, destroying the spirit of
the liberation war in a tactfully planned way, to distort
the history of the rise of Bangladesh, attempts to make
Bangladesh a 'second Pakistan' by taking a position as
an opponent of Bengali nationalism. After 21 years, on
November 12, 1996, the Awami League government
repealed the Indemnity act. The then Prime Minister of
the Awami League government was Bangabandhu's
daughter Sheikh Hasina. She took the initiative to repeal
the Indemnity Ordinance in the legal process. To that
end, she formed a committee headed by Law Secretary
Aminullah to look into the legal issues. The committee
decided that there was no need to amend the
constitution to repeal the ordinance; this is because the
Indemnity Ordinance, issued during the military rule,
automatically became ineffective after the end of the
military rule due to the repeal of martial law on April 9,
1979. The committee further argues that the ordinance
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can be repealed by a majority vote of Parliament. Chief
Justice Fazle Qaderi Mohammad Abdul Munim
supported the report of the committee. The then Law
Minister Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru introduced a bill
in Parliament entitled 'Indemnity Repeal Bill 1996' and
on 12 November 1996, Parliament approved the bill. As
a result, the Indemnity Ordinance, known as the Black
Act, was repealed, ending the scandalous chapter that
had been a stumbling block on the nation. And at the
same time, the road to justice for the murderers became
obvious.

Act No. 21 of 1996 states: "At any time before the
coming into force of this Act, any action taken under this
Ordinance, any action obtained, any certificate or order
issued or any other right or privilege acquired, or any
liability incurred by the Government or any other
authority, if any, the provisions of Section 6 of the
General Clauses Act, 1897 (X of 1897) shall not be
applied and thus the action taken, the action obtained,
the certificate issued or the prohibition or the acquired
right or privilege or created liability shall be repealed,
cancelled and invalidated with the revocation of that
Ordinance by sub-section (1),as if, the Ordinance was
never issued and the ordinance neither existed, nor
does." The High Court, in February 2010, declared the
amendment to the Constitution (5%), which had made
the ‘Indemnity Ordinance’valid, invalid.

On October 2, 1996, Muhitul Islam, Bangabandhu's
personal assistant, filed a case with the Dhanmondi
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18 membes of Bangabandhu’s family brutally killed on August 15, 1975
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Police Station. Then the rest is history. After completing
all the proceedings of the case, on November 8, 1998, 15
accused were sentenced to death.After appealing to the
high court, the death sentence of 12 people was upheld
on appeal. Three were acquitted. The incident did not
stop there. After it came to power, the BNP-Jamaat-led
four-party coalition government did not allow the case
to continue from 2001 to 2008. After the Awami League
government won a landslide victory in the 2008
elections by defeating the four-party coalition by a
huge margin, the judiciary continued as before.The trial
was completed in late 2009. Through various processes,
on 27 January 2010, 5 people were executed among the
convicts. They are Syed Faruk Rahman, Sultan Shahriar
Rashid Khan, Bazlul Huda, AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed and
Mohiuddin Ahmed. Some of the accused in the murder
are still at large. The process of bringing them back to
the country is underway.

It is the sacred duty of the state to ensure justice in the
case of murder in that country. But under the guise of
fake democracy, under the control of the government
wearing civilian uniforms, Bangladesh-State has not
tried the murderers in the case of the murder of the
father of the nation but has placed the murderers in
various positions of dignity. And legally acquitted them
of murder. This injustice would never have been
brought to justice unless Bangabandhu's daughter
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Sheikh Hasina had come to power. She has ensured
proper punishment of the murderers by prosecuting
them through legal process, and through this trial, she
has removed the shame of the state and enhanced the
dignity of the state at home and abroad.

The ‘Indemnity Ordinance’issued by the Moshtaque-Zia
conspiracy was a temporary relief to the killers but
could not release them from trial. And will never be able
to. Therefore, the next generation will remember the
Indemnity Ordinance as an indelible mark of the history
of Bangladesh. Generation after generation will
condemn the masterminds of the conspiracy.
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The Visionary of the Bangalees
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
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Like Bangabandhu, the rebellious poet Kazi Nazrul Islam was also a man of free consciousness. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is accepting our national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.
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"On my way to the gallows, | will speak aloud that | am
Bengali, Bengal is my homeland, Bengali is my mother
tongue. May Bengal be victorious," Bangabandhu, the
father of the nation's infallible voice added to the
essence of Bengaliness for the Bengalis. He kindled the
flame of liberty amongst the Bengalis to establish the
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Bangabandhu inaugurated the first Bengali literary conference in 1974
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Bangabandhu was one of the prime motivator of the work and pursuit of Shilpacharya Zainul
Abedin.

sovereign state of Bangladesh and settled the dignified
place of Bengaliness in the international premises with
this announcement and his strong leadership. His death
in the middle of these activities is not a moment of mere
grief for the Bengalis around the world because, in their
heart, he is immortal with high esteem and dignity.

For over a millennium, this land is known with many a
different name. The different parts were called
Banga-Pundra-Sukkhma-Gangariddhi-Bajravumi-Baren
dra-Prakjyatishpur-Samatat-Harikel-Tamralipti-
Chandradwip-Rarha-Goura-Bagrhi.Historian
Mohammad Amir Hossain mentioned in his Banga
Bangla Bangal Bangali Binirmito Nirman, "In the Pal and
Sen regime, present Bengal region was generally known
as Goura." That Hindu social caste system preferred to
introduce themselves as 'Gourabasi' or 'Gourajan'
according to their geographical racial identity. Ram
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Heart-felt Bangabandhu with the Palli Kabi (Pastoral Poet) Jasimuddin.
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Mohan Roy (1774-1833 AD) authored the first grammar
in the Bangla language. He named the grammar book
Gouriyo Byakoron. It took a long time to get recognition
of Bangla as the language of Bengali people. The earliest
specimen of the Bangla language is found in the
Charyapada which is written during nine to twelfth
century, and the first mention of the word 'Bengal'
occurred in the book. Considering the anthropological
race, historians opine that the Bengalis are not coming
down from a single anthropological lineage. Bengaliis a
hybrid race. Their origin lies in number of different
bloodlines and ethnic groups. They also think that the
people of this race are actually the sons of the soil of the
East Bengal. Haricharan Bandapadhyay, too, has defined
Bengal as the inhabitants of East Bengal in his
dictionary, Bongiyo Shabdakosh. There is a long history
of scrutinizing the origin of Bengalis. But the fact is that
the former East Bengal is the present-day Bangladesh.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has given a firm
identity to the Bengalis who were once ignored as a
hybrid nation.

Bangabandhu proclaimed, "Today | am to say thatlam a
Bengali. Today | am to say that Bengali is a nation. Today
I am to say that the soil of Bengal is my soil. | have never
wanted anything but this." Renowned historian
Niharranjan Ray said in Bangalir Itihas: Adi Parba, "The
attempt of Shashanka and other Pal and Sen emperors
to unify all the localities of Bengal under the name of
Goura was not successful. The honour came to the
name Banga although it was loathed and neglected to
the Aryans, and was of less revere and pride to the Pals
and the Sens. But this unification of the whole
Bangladesh under the name of Banga did not happen in



"

frmIZ wifeq e - @ P2 TS IR | P @ ST B BSIR Sfe 990 SR B (RTAE |

A"

Education is the backbone of the nation- Bangabandhu knew this. His enthusiasm in education and knowledge has played an impeccable role in nation building.
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Hindu regime. It occurred during the so-called Pathan
regime and came to the full form in the time of Akbar as
the whole country was called Suba Bangla. The name
Bengal achieved the perfect and complete recognition
during the English regime although the area of
present-day Bangladesh is decreased from Akbar's Suba
Bangla. But the global perception of Bangladesh does
not focus upon the decreased area of this land. From
the historical sense, the Bengalis have actually waited
throughout the ages for the leadership of
Bangabandhu. And he, as the only leader of the
subcontinent, has added an independent state in the
map of the subcontinent. Seventy-five million Bengalis
have dedicated themselves heroically to attain this
glory. His firm guidance was showered with
unforgettable love of his people. His death anniversary
introduces a greater truth beyond life. Like many other
great leaders of the world, Bangabandhu is highlighted
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In the traditional Bengali folk drama "Gambhira", the characters of Nana-Nati (Grand father-
Grandson) portrays various crises and calamities of the time through laughter, jokes and
songs. The "Mathal"(like a hat) that the farmers wear on their heads to survive from the sun
and rain has been put on the head of Bangabandhu by the artist of "Gambhira".
Bangabandhu has become a part of peasant and folk culture with a smile.
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in the pages of history with invincible inspiration. After
the independence of Bangladesh, Cuban leader Fidel
Castro met him in the Non-aligned Movement
Conference in 1973 in Algiers. Castro expressed his
charms, "I haven't seen the Himalayas, but I've seen
Sheikh Mujib. The personality of this man is as high as
the Himalayas. This is my experience of Himalayas." In
this manner, the small land of Bangladesh has become
great before the world. Bangabandhu has
accomplished the incredible task of guiding the nation
to overcome the limitation of land area to take this land
to the height of honour. Just as the name of Nelson
Mandela is related to South Africa, of Ho Chi Minh with
Vietnam, Sukarno with Indonesia, Colonel Nasser with
Egypt, and Yasser Arafat with Palestine and so on,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's name is woven with
Bangladesh. Bengalis introduction is incomplete
without uttering his name.

He is the saviour of Bengalis. Bengalis were waiting for a
thousand years for this saviour. He created a new
moment in the ever-flowing current of Bengali culture
and civilization. The bloom of Bengali nationalism was
completed with the emerge of an independent nation.
He altered the suppressed voice of Bengalis into a
powerful one, "I am Bengali. Bangla is my mother
tongue. Bengal's heritage, Bengal's civilization, Bengal's
history, Bengal's sky, Bengal's climate, Bengal's soail,
they're all in Bengali nationalism."

After the partition of India in 1947, the eastern part of
historical region of Banga falls under the new state of
Pakistan as East Pakistan. Bangabandhu was active in
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naming East Pakistan as East Bengal in the Provisional
Parliament of Pakistan from his national philosophy. He
said in the Provisional Parliament on the 25 August of
1955, "Honorable Speaker, the government has
changed the name of East Bengal into East Pakistan. We
demand of using the name 'Bangla’. There is a history of
the name 'Bangla’, it has heritage. To change this name,
the opinion of the people of Bengal must be taken into
account. Whether they are agreed to change the name
must be known." 'Bangla’ was not only a word to
identify oneself. It was a philosophy of a national life.
After one's identity as a human being, everybody must
acknowledge and cherish the truth of his second
identity of nationality. He grew this belief in the soul of
every Bengali man.

Language is an important element of national identity.
Bangabandhu talked about the dignity of the Bangla
language in many parliamentary sessions. On 9
November 1955 in the parliamentary session of Karachi,
Bangabandhu said, "Honorable deputy speaker, Sir, |
have to talk in Bangla. | am so sorry that this language is
not comprehensible to you. But | have to talk in Bangla
only." He was intervened but he continued, "I am so
sorry that the Honorable deputy speaker does not
understand Bangla. (Honorable Speaker Sir, | thank you
for allowing me to speak in Bangla today.)"

On 17 January 1956 he again stood for Bangla in the
parliamentary session, "Sir, I'm drawing your attention
in a question of special right. It is clearly uttered in act 29
of Pakistani Parliamentary Procedures that there are
three state languages for the parliament: English,
Bangla, and Urdu. But you know, Sir, that the daily
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agenda is distributed only in English and Urdu, and not
in Bangla. | do not know whether you are not aware of
this or whether it is done intentionally ... Obviously, the
proceedings are recorded in Bangla. Now the question
is, as all the three languages are acknowledged as state
language, they have to be shown equal honour. If the
daily agenda is circulated in English and Urdu, they
must be circulated in Bangla, too, as they are part of the
procedures ... As the daily agenda has been circulated in
English and Urdu, they should have been circulated in
Bangla, too."

This way, he stood unwavering in the question of
national identity. He never compromised about this in
any terms.

Bangabandhu told in his speech of 21 February 1970 in
the memory of the language martyrs, "Today |
remember those martyrs who sacrificed their lives
untimely to the wheel of death operation of the
oppressive rulers. As long as Bengal has her sky, as long
as Bengal has her air, as long as the soil of this land
exists, as long as Bengal has an entity, we cannot forget
these martyrs. We will not let the blood of the martyrs
go meaningless. This victory is the victory of seventy
million Bengalis. This is the victory of poverty-stricken
people."

He has placed the sacrifice of the martyrs with the
national identity of Bengal as one and single entity.

His prudent philosophy lies in Bengal's soil and her
people, and the esteem of his mother tongue. He
cherished the riches of Bengalis with his whole identity.
This achievement of the Bengali is evaluated by
celebrated writer Hasan Azizul Haque, "In the enslaved
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman knew the importance of art and literature to guide

a new path in the formation of the country. He always expressed his genuine love for the

talents of the artists. In 1972, Bangabandhu was seen with his son Sheikh Jamal and

world-renowned filmmaker Satyajit Ray, artist Shyamal Mitra, Swapna Roy,Jayanta Das,

Sushmita Mukherjee, Apel Mahmud, Barun Bakshi and Amal Mukherjee.
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When Bangabandhu'’s favourite singer Hemanta Mukhopadhyay visited his residence to meet him in Dhanmondi, other family members also joined in. Sheikh Hasina, Sheikh Rehana and Sajeeb
Wazed Joy, the grandson of Bangabandhu, are seen in the picture
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The journey of "Dainik Banglar Bani" started 21st February, 1972. This newspaper has played
a uniquerolein the field of art, literature and politics. Bangabandhu is watching the inaugural
issue of "Dainik Banglar Bani". Editor sheikh Fazlul Hague Moni is standing next to him.
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Kamal Lohani was also in the same room in the jail with Bangabandhu. Journalist, media
personality, guardian of cultural movement Kamal Lohani was dear to Bangabandhu.

Bengal, he gradually become everyone's beloved 'Mujib
Vai' from a political activist. Being designated as
'‘Bangabandhu'’ by the people, he led the movement of
freedom. The Bengalis earned their greatest
achievement with the price of blood. Bangabandhu
established a language-based state with which the
doors to the development of the Bangla language have
opened permanently. Bengali national entity has
upgraded into a state concern. Those who have
observed him closely could mark where the greatness of
this person was hidden. He could blend amongst the
commoners by as a friend of weal and woe which would
touch the deepest portion of their heart. With a careful
note, it becomes clearly visible that he was an epitome
of 'Bengaliness' in his manners, dress code and food
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habit. It is most certainly reflected in his thoughts and
notions, and feelings and expressions. With a careful
note, it becomes clearly visible that he was an epitome
of 'Bengaliness' in his manners, dress code and food
habit. It is most certainly reflected in his thoughts and
notions, and feelings and expressions. That is why the
student community has accepted him as
‘Bangabandhu’. And this title ultimately became his
identity for and his relationship with the whole nation."

Returning from the Pakistani prison on 10 January 1972,
Bangabandhu declared in his speech given at Ramana
Racecourse Maidan, "Kabiguru' Rabindranath Tagore
said, "O proud mother of seventy million children, you
have kept them all in your lap as Bengalis but did not
rear them up as human beings." But, today, 'Kabiguru's
words are not proper anymore. The people of
Bangladesh have proved to the world that the Bengali is
a brave nation. They can live like human being by
winning their rights." It is strongly pronounced in his
life's philosophy that there will not be any
discrimination between Hindu and Muslim in this
country. This nation will be for human beings. Their
motto will be, "Humanity above all, nothing beyond
humanity." He also said, "There is no space for
sectarianism in the soil of Bengal. Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist, Christian - who live in Bangladesh, they all are
the citizens of this country. They will enjoy the equal
rights in all the sectors." Thus, he established the place
of honour for Bengali identity. He defined its borders,
and by that, he established the identity of Bengalis
firmly in the sovereign consciousness of the world
people. The sovereign Sheikh Mujibur Rahman founded
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a sovereign nation of Bangladesh in the historical land
of Goura and Banga.

In this regard, Bangabandhu's thoughts about Bangla
literature is mention-worthy. Bangla Academy arranged
an international conference in Dhaka in 1974.
Bangabandhu said in the inauguration ceremony, "We
are not poor in literature, culture and heritage. There is a
two-thousand-year-old glorious history in the Bangla
language. The collection of our literature is rich. Our
cultural heritage is glowing radiantly in its individual
beauty. If we want to stand upright as a free nation in
the world, today we need to build up the esteem of our
language, literature, culture and heritage in home and
abroad." He moved on further, "I'm not an author nor an
artist but | believe that the people is the source of all
literature and arts. No great literary or artistic work is
possible in detachment from the
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people. All my life, | kept struggling with the company
of this people. | am still doing so. Whatever I do in future,
| will do that with the people. Dear friends, | urge you.
Our literature and culture must not be limited in the
brick buildings of the cities. They have to reflect the
tunes of the souls of the millions of Bengalis in the
thousands of villages of Bangladesh. If today's literature
conference evaluates these properly, | would be the
happiest of all."

In his historical speech, Bangabandhu expressed his
desire to place the arts and literature of his country in
the international premises. He did not have the time. If
he could have the time, today, Bangladeshi arts and
literature would have the place of due respect in foreign
countries.

Thus, he talked about upholding the respect and
honour of the common people of the country. He also
spoke about celebrating humanity in our cultural
mindset. He had the dream that all people around the
globe would live in peace. On 23 September 1974, he
made a Bangla speech in the United Nations. He
widened the horizon of Bengali national entity by
presenting the speech in his mother tongue. On the
other hand, he talked about establishing peace and
justice for the global people. "Mr. Secretary, today,
standing in this supreme assembly, | share total
satisfaction with you as seven-point five crore people of
Bangladesh is represented here. This marks a historical
moment for the Bengalee's fulfilment of the struggle of
attaining liberty. The Bengalee people fought for
centuries to live freely as the citizens of a free nation.
They were always willing to live in peace and harmony
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with all the nations of the world. Millions of people of
our country have made the highest sacrifice to uphold
the glorious ideologies that are protected by the UN
charter. | know that the Bengalis are completely
committed to build up a world where all people's hope
and dream to establish peace and justice can be
materialized."

His death anniversary only brings the fact of physical
death, but he is an immortal figure in the pages of
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Fifteen years before the Declaration of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Bangabandhu in 1974 enacted the Children’s Act and made primary education

mandatory. Thus he made a mark as a far-sighted Statesman
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history. Without his birth, the Bengalis' history of being
overlooked for a thousand years would not have
overcome. The Bengali could not stand on their
universal ground otherwise. His undying birthday is the
moment of a clear turning point in the history of the
millennium for the nation of Bengalis. That is the birth of
an independent and sovereign country of Bangladesh.
The history of Bangladesh does not speak of decreased
land area anymore. Bangladesh is an imperishable
name on the world map. The Bengali hold their head
high before the inhabitants of this planet.

He tied the Bengalis dreams and aspirations with the
ones of the world to materialize them united. From that
promise, the prime minister Sheikh Hasina has taken the
role of a pioneer and guardian in Bengalis fight against
the violations of human rights in the massacre, murder
and torture inflicted upon the Rohingya community in
Myanmar. He never wiped out the message of humanity
even from the people of a different nationality.
Bangabandhu's UN speech has found its fulfilment here.
The whole world is looking at the Bangladesh which is
designed by Bangabandhu.

In  Bangladeshi literature, he is unceasingly
remembered by the authors of the country. Famous

writer of children literature Rokonujjaman Khan wrote a
poem named 'Mujib'.
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“The green woods and pastures, the sandy riverbanks
They are all home to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
The golden land is beaming with thousands of golden paddies.

Sheikh Mujib's laughter rebound through the laughter of the
bountiful harvest.

When a child's sweet laughter rings out of a Bengali home

The eternal child in Mujibur’s heart laughs out with it.

As long as the Bengali will live in the land of Bengal.

The free land of Bengal will keep imploring:

Come back home Mujib, come back.”
He is the diamond luminescence in the Bengali's life. In
the pages of history, his place lies with the
materialization of independent Bangladesh from the
dominated Banga. The hybrid Bengalis have achieved

the honour of an individual national identity in his
guidance and leadership.



i

:

IS *fe! =fae 3

IS ©, FHR e

TADE
B3y ffawre

Bangabandhu:
Steel-nerved stimulated Sun

Prof. Dr. Shireen Akhter
Vice-Chancellor
University of Chittagong
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“Made of steel stimulated as sun

Piercing the anguished darkness of cursed Bengal
You came out, Mujibur!

Your burning appearance flashed before us

We get Stunned.”

Poet Bimal Chandra Ghosh adored Bangabandhu in his
poem like this. | came in touch with that ardent flame
personality in my childhood. His personality was
something special that is retained and garnered in my
mind. | was a student of class six at in Dr. Khastagir
school in Chattogram. Our home was at Dev Pahar in
Chattogram. My father was late Afsar Kamal Chowdhury
(Close mate of Bangabandhu, founder chairman of Cox’s
Bazar Awami league, he was nicknamed as ‘Cox’s Bazar’
by Bangabandhu). One night my dad said, “tomorrow |
will meet Bangabandhu along with you”. Bangabandhu
was just released from The Agartala Conspiracy Case at
that time. He came to Chattogram for the purpose of a
political program at Hotel Shahjahan. As soon as | heard
it from dad, | became whimsical. When | was growing, |
felt his presence everywhere around me, always heard
about him. | have seen my dad always roving with him,
and assisting several times. The whole nation is united
and directed under Mujib’s incantation. It was like
dream, like a cherished aspiration that | was about to
meet him tomorrow.

The next day | have reached the second floor of Hotel
Shahjahan with my father, where the theorizer of
independent Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was. | was waiting in the hotel room
with an elated excitement. He was taking a bath. When
He came out from the washroom wearing a lungi and
white T-shirt with a majestic appearance, it felt like
radiation coming out from him that is illuminating the



[N | FEAR (QAF G G AW TreSAE (olfe
AfRifRe (12 M=y G FIf® 4778 349 @R S [
TE @9 9F SHOIfTe AR AN SAENRFe 20T (8 |
Ioh A vy SR fowtiw of e | F wiKdR Ale
O (MR S THCIHA! A 4T T2 T [ (oremm,
(12 NZVFE ©fF FASCEE M M TAF T I
W | P S A (1R R (=W @l @
O] B THIACT QTS | N SN TCITS TGICS A
e ow IEE, [ @@ @9 W i [
AfETS T (TN | F TEMARI $9! TG A (wafeem
@1 ISR 27Fata W | ot =ik @1 217 Feice, “H
AR TS AENSfW 20 ble TfF?” TN (@I B
ST I FEZ IACS ANE, S I FCE @AL!
IR S I (S BA | SR Gl TR | SIS
V0¥ ©2pel AEATSIE SRS WP R 1 O (13
TATHRIAT QT SR SR @S 27 | QIR WS
T2 R, NF BACA AL @i 68 (=IGeTs
@Al (1R TRERET AL M qReE @S Y
wgefe, [ OWAHNGE A (AR | GRER q4]
qe-2fSHITS, TYF-21e ©fF St SF (2fFell *If& |
TR (@™ NG SR Fe0e (9N,

"G oY T (T-2 T,

T OF OISIFE o Ao

& A% RS @S (I, @

(T 4 &S &orS |

THIF AT AR 97 GTE T
Bangabandhu is the glowing sun in the Bengal sky

whole room. | was staring at him with great amazement.
His well-shaped consistent body shape and stalwart
personality were stunning. When | went to greet him
with salaam by touching his feet, he kept his palm on my
head and blessed me. He looked at me while putting his
dress on and told me, “hey miss, how are you?” he got
me swooned with his words. What a profound and
resonant voice he got! | gave an oblique glance at him.
After | told him I am doing well then, he said, “So! Do you
fancy of becoming a politician like your dad?” Without
lingering for my answer again he said, “You should

Me)
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman announced the 6-point programme, the charter of freedom of
Bengalis in Lahore on February 5, 1966.

study hard, it will be worth in the end to make a better
life. Then you should join politics. Our country will need
young efficient politicians in the future. That tender
advice still resonates in my ears. | have come in touch
with many great personages, many talented people in
my lifetime; but the superhero | met in my childhood
will be resplendent in my mind forever. | am grateful for
the benison of having his blessing. His advice is my
inspiration through all uncertainties and ups & downs in
my life. As said poet Premendra Mitra-

“While he extends his hand

It seems, a pure future of utterly delight
Pushing this current feculent time

As, unfurling a new sunrise.”

(Poem: Friend)

He was a man of steel who has dogged determination to
gain legal rights of the Bengali nation. Sheikh Mujib
loved the countrymen more than his own life. He always
fought for the political, economic, and cultural
emancipation of people. He was the one who got
himself imprisoned several times, the greatest Bengali
to ever walk before the guns without any hesitation. |
want to point out some of his charismatic leadership
capability and huge political knowledge that stimulated
people to a great extent. In the beginning of 1966, Mujib
proclaimed a 6-point plan titled Our Charter of Survival
that brings the heavy-handed suppression of political
dissent by the government. Six false cases were filed
against the father of the nation as it struck the Pakistani
colonialism. In April, after a prelection at Khulna, he was
arrested on the way. He was coming back to Dhaka after
some political discourse and got an arrest warrant at
Jessore. Though the bail was granted at Jessore and
returned to Dhaka. But he could not stay longer in
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Dhaka, again got an arrest warrant from Sylhet, and took
him to Sylhet prison. Again, he got bail from Sylhet but
could not stay longer. Once again, another arrest
warrant from Mymensingh and took back there. He was
arrested several times during that time, spent days in
prison and was jailed for false cases.

Bangabandhu was arrested again under the ‘Defense of
Pakistan Rule’ under clause 32 on May 8, 1966. He got
accused several times and govt. kept charging him with
false cases to prevent him from movement program.
The government kept on mounting pressure on him but
Bangabandhu was never frightened of getting
imprisoned. He kept on fighting against West Pakistan’s
veiled separatism. But he would never compromise on
his principles. He was not intimidated even by the
hangman'’s noose. In 1954, after the dismissal of the
United Front, an order of arresting Mujib was taken
again. Even Bangabandhu himself told district
magistrate Yahya Khan Chowdhury to arrest him. In his
book The Unfinished Memoirs, he said- “Half an hour
later a car came to fetch me. There were quite a lot of
people in the house then but most fled into the dark of
night fearing arrest. | got into the car and was on my
way. A young worker of our party from Gopalganj,
Shahidul Islam, was wailing as | was leaving. | got down
from the car and persuaded him affectionately, “Why are
you crying? This is my destined path. I'll come out of
prison one day but do look after my wife while I'm
away.”

| was brought to the district magistrate's office. He was
waiting for me and said, “What can | do? The
Government of Karachi became quite desperate to get
you arrested. They are craving for your imprisonment.
We knew very well that you would voluntarily show up
yourself if we message you to come here. You don't
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have any fear of imprisonment.” His phone was ringing
continuously, and | felt that it did not make sense to stay
in his office room any longer. | said, “Send me to jail
room. I'm extremely exhausted and couldn’t sleep at all
last night on the plane.”

On January 17, 1968, Bangabandhu was duped because
he was arrested in front of the jail gate. He was released
from Dhaka central jail only to be rearrested and
interned again. He was then taken to Dhaka
Cantonment where he was imprisoned and kept under
tight security. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was shown
arrested on January 18, while already in jail. The trial
began on 19 June 1968 under a special tribunal. In East
Pakistan, political agitation against Ayub Khan reached
increasing heights due to the ‘Agartala Conspiracy
Case’. “Sarbadaliya Chhatra Sangram Parishad” came
along intending to forge a movement for the
implementation of the demand for autonomy in East
Pakistan made eleven points along with a six-point
movement. Tofail Ahmed was the vice-president of
Dhaka University Central Students Union (DUCSU) had
the pre-eminent role in organizing and consolidating
the movement even further. On this topic, Tofail Ahmed
wrote, “On 24 December 1968, | was arrested at Vola, but
| was able to flee from there. On 26 September me and
General secretary of DUCSU, Nazim Kamran Chowdhury
hoisted the flag to protest student murder in Lahore. On
the same night, we held a meeting with especially the
East Pakistan Chhatra League, East Pakistan Student
Union (Menon), East Pakistan Student Union (Matia),
and NSF (Dolon). We, the 4 leaders met together to float
the Sarbadaliya Chhatra Sangram Parishad in January
1969. After that, under my moderation, the student
union and The Chhatra Sangram Parishad declared its
Eleven points Programme. At that time Some of the
most consequential events in the history of
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman campaigning all over the country during the first
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Bangladesh—such as the1969’s mass uprising that led
to the creation of Bangladesh were led by DUCSU and
the student body.” (Bichitra, 3rd December 1984)

The Agartala case marked the rise of mass upsurge in a
meteoric manner. The whole nation starts reverberating
like “Arise, arise Bangalees arise”(Jago Bangali Jago),
“Heroic Bengali, take up arms - Liberate Bangladesh” (Bir
Bangali Ostro Dhoro, Bangladesh Shadheen Koro). This
movement reached its peak with Bengali nationalism
and the slogan and war cry of the common people was
“Joy Bangla”, “Your state, my state, Bangladesh,
Bangladesh” these slogans were chanted everywhere.
For the first time, in the history of what was East Pakistan
up to 1971, “Joy Bangla” (Victory to Bengal), a new battle
cry or slogan for solidarity of the East Bengali Nation,
emerged in 1969. All the important events took place
between 6 December 1968 to 23 February 1969. On 6
December 1968, Mawlana Bhasani openly declared at
Paltan that, “We'll break padlock of prison to bring
Sheikh Mujib out of prison. He warned the regime that
he would lead a march on the Dhaka cantonment to free
Mujib. Then he asked his followers to join the agitation
and ‘Gherao program’ and started barricade programs
everywhere.

On 7 December, a distinctive hartal took place at Dhaka.
During the execution of the hartal program, there were
clashes between the police and the hartal activists.
Police, EPR, Military none could resist the outburst of
people on that day. Many people died during that
incident. The next day, he withdrew the prohibitory
order and arranged invisible funeral prayer at Baitul
Mukarram for the departed souls. The Sangram Parishad
convened the first student meeting on 19 January on
the occassion of the observance of 'Demand Day' and
launched a procession violating Section 144. On 20
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January, all students stroke in the educational
institutions as a protest against the oppression of the
government with demand for release of the students
arrested and fought against police and EPR. The
students launched a procession and there were
encounters between the students and the police. The
police and EPR moved backwards seeing the massive
wave of masses. A colossal procession sprout from the
art building of Dhaka University towards central
Shaheed Minar. When they marched toward Dhaka
medical college Hospital, police opened fire at them.
The students enacted their planned protest, with a
procession in front of the medical. Student activist
Assaduzzaman dies as the police open fire on
demonstrators in front of the medical. Thousands of
students and common people mourned for
Asaduzzaman together in a procession, carrying his
blood-stained shirt to Shaheed Minar. They were ready
to fight with armed forces which led the nation towards
a mass upsurge and independence. Friday, the 24th of
January was one of the most significant days in the
history of Bangladesh. It was basically a protestation
day, soon became Mass Uprising Day, observed to mark
the climax of the movement. Police openly fired at
common people, six were spotted dead and many got
injured. The mob set fire to the Morning News and
Dainik Pakistan (two pro-Government dailies) buildings
and attacked residences of certain pro-Government,
politicians in Dhaka and elsewhere. The movement in
East Pakistan soon turned into a catalyst in an anti-Ayub
Uprising all over Pakistan. There was a subliminal
conspiracy to kill all the convicts. A Pakistani soldier’s
brutal killing of Sergeant Zahurul Haq on 15th February,
and the equally brutal killing of Dr. Shamsuzzoha, a
professor at Rajshahi University in North Bengal by
another Pakistani soldier on 18th February are examples
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of Pakistani arrogance, obduracy, and hatred for
everything of Bengali. Fortunately, a Kashmiree officer
Lieu. Nasiruddin warned Sheikh Mujib, somehow, he
managed to escape death.

His death added a new dimension to the anti-Ayub mass
movement, as well as the fall of the Ayub government
was quickened. People took to the streets demanding
the withdrawal of the case and release of Sheikh Mujib.
The widespread agitations forced the Ayub Khan
government to release him and other prisoners in the
Agartala conspiracy case on Feb 22, 1969. Finally, on
21st February the Pakistan Government declared the
withdrawal of the Agartala Conspiracy Case. And people
waited for the release of the convicts. On the 22nd, all
the 34 detainees were released, the arrival of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was one of my most memorable events
of the Movement. The day following, 23 February, in a
mammoth gathering in Racecourse Maidan the student
leader Tofail Ahmed made a premium reward conferred
upon Sheikh Mujibur Rahman the epithet of
'‘Bangabandhu'.

Hence, came the initiative from the Ayub regime to hold
a Roundtable with the agitating political parties. On 10
March at the Rawalpindi Round Table Conference,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman reportedly pressed President
Ayub Khan for accepting the East's legitimate
aspirations reflected in the Six- and the Eleven-point
charters of demands. It aimed at restructuring Pakistan's
constitution on the basis of the Six-Points and Eleven
Points Programme. He said- “to all of you attending this
conference, | appeal you to be generous and liberal
enough to make a way to face the problem of our
country with brotherhood and national morale. Let
solve the dreadful problems that are prominent in our
country. We have difficulty with economic disparity-
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only the introduction of a parliamentary system of
governance with a federal form of government can
solve this issue, be amiable to accept this thing.
Economic injustice is the root of current complications.
Let us get rid of that problem, let us step into the
underlying problem and reduce it. Avoiding the
fundamental essence of the problem will cause our
extinction. We have to discern a perceptive eye on this
issue. (Bangla Desh Documents vol 1, Ministry of
External affairs, Govt of India,P.33.)

Roundtable ended in a whimper, neither President Ayub
Khan nor any other politician from the West even
agreed to consider the points to be on the official
agenda for discussion. On the 25 of March Ayub Khan
was forced out of power in a military coup and martial
law was promulgated. General Yahya Kahn then took
the reins of power. Yahya Khan declared the election
date of the national assembly on 7 December and the
provincial assembly on 17 December. Mujib’s speech
during the 1970 election made him a great leader of
men. Speeches he gave in radio and television, that
make him not only a staunch warrior leader but also a
prudent nationalist, who is anti- imperialist. He holds up
a socialist economic system and liberal democratic
system. his speech moved million people to action that
created a free Bangladesh. He said- “We will keep
fighting. Because we have not reached our goal yet. We
have the will and strength to overcome this mess. The
power is now to be handed over to the people of East
Bengal since they have the right to it. He also called
upon all to be ready to build up the maximum level of
resistance possible against the enemy. Internal
exploitation of commoners should be stopped. Firstly,
the reason for this national crisis is- we are deprived of
our political rights: Secondly, though we had a larger
population, we are deliberately facing a huge disparity;
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This storm is heavy, | have to pay- Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took part in the historic election campaign of 1970 with these verses of Kazi Nazrul Islam's poem.The boat is a symbol of
the liberation of the people of riverine Bengal. The captain of that boat was Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

33 I2E TRFIEE AT ATed (WG [T g >e* it Thirdly, East Pakistan was already economically

5 . ; disadvantaged at the time of Pakistan's creation, yet this
TS (MG TR QF-ARel 1) T X = economic disparity only increased under Pakistani rule.

REACR | SA6 7 AN 25 AT 7 2A- & These were the fundamental reason for grudge and
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discontent against Pakistani....

The current economic system structurally bringing
injustice and exploitation to the East. This economic
system needs to revolutionize. 60 percent of national
industrial resources is in the grip of only two dozen
families. Even 80 percent of banking resources, as well
as 75 percent of the insurance provider, was in control of
those families. 80 percent of banking bunce was only
limited to three-person.

In the past 22 years, the government’s expenditure of
revenue on Bangladesh was 15000 million which was
only one-fifth of total disbursement. On the other hand,
in Pakistan, they spent more than 6000,0 million. During
those years, they earned 1300,0 million but they
imported more than 3000,0 million worth of goods. That
was thrice than that of in Bangladesh. An estimate
showed that they imported extra merchandise of two
thousand crore than their own export revenue, that is
because of the extra revenue income they got from
Bangladesh. They monopolized our five hundred crore
income. In addition to unequal allocation of central
government funds, inequality arose in provincial
budgets. They took our income tax and a bigger share of
import and export duties as well. Moreover, they use 80
percent of foreign aid in west Pakistan.

New disparities emerged in other outcomes such as the
distribution of jobs in central government offices. In 22
years of independence, the central government office
has only 15 percent of Bengalis. In military service,
Bangali is less than ten percent. The overall economic
disparity is salient, so our economy is obviously on the
way to wreck. During the previous 22 years, the central
govt. made an unjust economic structure. The fiscal
relationship between the Centre and the provinces
caused much dissent in our country. Central govt.
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couldn’t remove those accumulated result then. The
six-point agenda which was later included in 11-point
agenda also was the only way to provide justice on
regional repression on us. The upcoming election plan
we made fundamentally on the basic six-point program
to eradicate all regional problems. That also included
general elections based on universal franchise, full
regional autonomy and while uniting the western
provinces under a sub-federation. Under a democratic
atmosphere, we would make a social uprising which
would lead to progressive economic sufficiency. (Dainik
Pakistan, 29 October).

Awami league’s election campaign was based on the
Six-point program and thus it achieved huge public
support. Sheikh Mujib shows his gratitude towards all
the people who believed in him. On a thanksgiving
speech, he said, “We are greeting salaam to our martyrs,
who fights under the cruel oppression of tyrannous
party to give us a safe place to live on. Awami league's
triumph in the election is actually the victory of million
people. (Dainik Sangbad, 10 December 1970).

With reference to other parties that participated in the
election too lost abjectly. Particularly Jamaat-e-Islami
spent a vast sum of money with religious agenda using
Islam but could not win public support. NAP (Mujaffor)
loses the bet too. President Yahya Khan and the Pakistan
People’s Party did not want the majority party from East
Pakistan forming government. In the meantime, on 21
February 1971, the language movement martyrs day
(Shaheed Dibosh) became solely important for the
possibility  of  upcoming struggle. Bangali
commemorated that day whole heartedly with a great
significance than before. Everyone becomes resolute on
the question of freedom, no one ever become sincere
and earnest on previous days.
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On that night At Central Shaheed Minar Bangabandhu
gave a speech to a gathering of people on upcoming
events during a period of escalating tensions. At
midnight of 21 February, he took the torch flare on his
hand and said, “A conspiracy is emerging to knock-over
our privileged rights. It is still running and will go on. But
seventy million Bengalis do not want to get deprived of
their privilege anymore. we will have to shed more
blood to get our proper rights if needed. We do not
want to die like a martyr, but we will fight valiantly like a
hero. Build a fort in every home. We must confront the
conspirer enemy. As We are born to die, | am
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Men and women of Bengal went down the road deamanding Bangabandhu's six points.

promising you all- people shed blood to discharge me
from the Agartala case, | will not hesitate to shed my
own blood for you. | will not let plunder Bengal's
fortune.” (Gonobangla, 21 February 1971).

Mujib kept his word and made Bangladesh free. Not only
Mujib gave his life but the whole family sacrificed with him.
Even innocent Rasel was not spared, he did not get any
mercy from the evil wrath. he was snatched away from his
people by the bullets of assassins due to national and
international plot. The father of the nation has to give his
own blood as the price of loving his country. He was being
guilty of leadership skills that inspired the war of
independence. Bangabandhu spent almost the time of his
life in prison in front of the bloodshot eyes of Pakistani
tyrants. The vision he nurtured for the future of Bangladesh
even in the dark days of confinement is like rising red sun
coming out throughout greenery. The world got a new
map of Bangladesh. He was guilty of being persistent for
Bangladesh. As Poet Balai Chand Mukhopadhyay
(Bonophul) wrote-

“Not mine not yours, you're yearning for Bengal’s victory

That's why you dare to step toward death

Today you're stout-hearted like mountain

Bengalis’ pride is illuminating into you.”

(poem: Thousand Salute)
We know that History gives birth to great hearted men
throughout the ages. Some people made in hand of the
history became stimulant catalyst to change the course of
history. Bangabandhu was not created within one day. As
pressure makes diamond, he was constantly put under
pressure, lived a struggled life. He formed himself gradually

like hardened steel that is unyielding firm character. That
unique compassion he possessed that he embraced
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Bangladeshis from the very core of his heart. This ability to
understand people took him close to the mass.

I tried to bring out some aspect of the relentless struggle of
the man of steel in my writing. During the long-term liberal
movement, many kinds of terror, oppression, subjugation
could not agitate even a little bit. On this gleeful
inauguration of Mujib Year, | want to pay deep tribute to
the greatest Bengali of all time, the father of the Nation
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman quoting from Kobiguru (sobriquet)
Rabindranath Tagore-

“There comes the great one,

Inciting thrill in every direction,

In every steak of grass of the land,
Conch-shells sound in Heaven,

Victory drums start beating on earth,
The moment of great birth has begun,”
(Essay: Crisis of civilization)
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His journey was over at
Tungipara

Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain
Bangabandhu Chairman Professor,
Bangladesh University of
Professionals (B.U.P)
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1971, 23 March. Bangabandhu is responding to people’s greetings. Eldest
daughter Sheikh Hasina standing behind him.
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Bangabandhu started his journey from Tungipara, his
journey ended at this same Tungipara. Bangabandhu
was unprotected at number 32, but not in Tungipara
grave because his existence is now beyond any defense.
He is now safe in the soil of his favorite Bengal.

The question of the title has been uttered many times in
many voices at home and abroad, will be uttered in
future may be. When the brutal murder happened on
15th August of 75, | was abroad, studying at Edinburg
University. At first, | got the news from the BBC. Every
newspaper covered the story, the next day. | didn't
know that Bangabandhu was living at member 32 in a
state of almost no protection because | left my country
in 73. But | got this information alongwith the news of
his murder. As long as | got the news, this question arose
in my mind. This same question arose in the mind of my
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December 5, 1965- Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Awamilig leader are
attending in an event commemorating the death anniversary of the Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy,
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that; "Why did your President Mujib live in his private
residence literally unprotected?" | didn't have any
relevant reference to reply that question that day. | was
bound to reply that the same question had arisen in my
mind as an initial response. | went to the office of the
Professor Kiernan and the role of military in the Third
World became the main topic of our conversation
because until then it was the idea that this murder was
the part of military coup. But later, it was observed that
the incident of 15th August was not the part of military
coup, rather it was the consequence of low desires of
some misguided armed forces officers. But at one stage
of conversation, | reminded him of the incident of the
small state, named Togo of Africa. The first President of
the state, named Sylvanus Olimpio was killed by some
members of the Army on the January, 63. But from that
conversation, we couldn't find the answer to that
particular question. But later | came to know that the
answer to the question was given in the statement of
Bangabandhu himself. The answer to the question lies
in the philosophy of Bangabandhu's own life and in his
political life as well. The central point of these two
philosophy is Bengali - our Bengali. His political career
started from the self motivated motivation of our
Bengali people. In the early of his adolescence, once
there was a severe drought in the remote village of
Tungipara. It goes without saying that there was no
cultivation in the land. So the condition of the farmers
was indescribable. One day the teenager Mujib called



- -
- e N

B B
-
& &

tMicrjMtAT Uitkciong IPitb vg kwgZ RuZi icZyv e%eU tKL giRei ingib

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman laid to eternal rest at tungipara in Gopalganj
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some people and gave them paddy. When his father
rebuked him, he replied that they also have stomachs.
They also need food. That teenager Mujib of that time,
grew up. His struggling footsteps fell in the forgotten
arena of politics. One day, Sheikh Mujib became
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijib. But from the beginning to
the end he did politics for the food and interests of the
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Bengali. For those with whom politics was, in close
proximity with his position. So it was impossible to live
in the artificial environment and protection of
government residence for the personality like him.

In 63, when Bangabandhu took over The Awami League
after the death of Suhrawardi, from then on, the
character of the team began to change. By spreading
the organizational structure of the team to the
grassroots level of the country, he transformed The
Awami League to the mass based party. For the
organizational skills of Bangabandhu, within 66 to 70,
The Awami League became the representative
organization of Bengali and it was proved through the
acquisition of the absolute majority in the general
election of the 70's. Bangali's mutual Bengali
attachment of Bangabandhu was also found in the
speech of 7th March. "l don't wish to be Prime Minister. |
want the rights of the people of the country." If he
would ignore the rights of the people of the country and
did the power politics, he would become the Prime
Minister of Pakistan easily. But there was no example in
his life and in his political philosophy to be unfaithful to
the people with the mandate of the people.

This political philosophy kept him attached to Bengali
till death. On the other hand, he was vulnerable in terms
of security for this politics. And this politics had shrunk
the length of his life. Once an expatriate professor
questioned him about his security during his interview.
Bangabandhu dismissed the question, and answered
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him with conviction that "No Bengali will kill me." As
Bangabandhu was wrong. The person who killed him
was none other than Bengali. But the Bengali, who killed
Bangabandhu, can ever be called Bengali?

One day, Bangabandhu was talking to the party officers
of the various districts. One of them questioned him,
"Bangabandhu, as your residence of Dhanmondi is
unprotected, don't you
Ganabhaban?"Bangabandhu considered the question
with importance that day. Because his answer was long.
In the one part of his answer, he said, "There is a
conspiracy against me. Imperialists reactionary and the
traitors are against me. They may hit me anytime. But |
will not give them that opportunity. Once | would live
up to the first September ('75), if | can start a new
system. Then | will see, who can conspire so much. And
if | die before that, you do one thing, grave me in a
village, next to the paddy field or in a bamboo garden.
Make sure, as | get the taste of the soil of Bengal, lying in
the grave. Don't make any monument, rather make a
funnel in my grave. "Hearing these, one has questioned
politely, "What will happen with the funnel, sir?"
Bangabandhu replied, "the people of Bengal will watch
for ages, that there was a person named Sheikh Mujib
who started politics with a funnel of tin in his hand. He
kept shouting ‘Bangali Bangali’ all his life and one day he
left the world with that funnel in his hand." Among
those there were not the future killer of Bangabandhu,

why stay in the
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but the killers kept at least one word by burying at the
village Tungipara. Bangabandhu is lying beside paddy
field. He is hearing the songs of birds of Bengal. He must
be smelling golden rice. Bangabandhu started his
journey from Tungipara, he ended up at the same
Tungipara. Bangabandhu was unprotected in the 32
number but now he is safe in the grave of Tungipara.
Because his existence is now beyond any defense. He is
now safeguarded by the soil of his favorite Bengal.
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